
 
 Dear Families,     December 12 - 21, 2016 
 
Mason Aarness will be your Principal for the day on Tuesday, December 20, 2016! 
It looks like Principal Johnson will be stepping down for a day next 
week in order for 5th grader, Principal Aarness, and a special guest 
clerk (to be announced) to have a chance to be in charge!  We will 
also be having some sort of special event either that day or Wednesday, along the line of 
Pajama and Movie Day, depending on how the new principal’s edicts fall. 

 
We have different homework and spelling this week; the reading is a 

short selection about the shortest day of the year, and why so many winter 
holidays seem to cluster around it.  Please read and answer the questions 
before turning it in by Friday.  Spelling does not have vocabulary words 
because the given ones do not follow a word family pattern, therefore may 
be more challenging. 

 
In Reader’s Workshop, we’ll read the book Winter Solstice to learn more, as well as 
discussing the science behind the winter’s lack of light. A Winter 
Solstice activity packet will come home for optional activities during 
winter break. Mr. Schrankler gave a brief introduction to astronomy, so 
we’re all ready to enjoy the shortest day of the year! 
 

For Writer’s Workshop, we are publishing our place reviews and will have a great time 
reading and giving feedback on classmates’ reviews, too.  The students know how to give 
positive, constructive comments.  

The current geometry unit in math will continue into January.  Until then, we’ll review 
the concepts of parallel, non-parallel, perpendicular lines and continue comparing and 
contrasting 2-D and 3-D shapes as well as building some 3-D solids.   
 
Spelling: sun, Earth, axis, tilt, fire, light, snow, short, cold, season, arrival, solstice  
 
General Information: 

• Specialists:  PE, S, M, PE, S, M, PE, S 
• Wednesdays School Library 
• Wednesdays Walk to School 
• 12/15 Book Drive ends 
• 12/15 Public Library 10:30—Please join us if you can! 
• 12/22 – 1/2/17 No School Winter Break 
• 1/3/17 School resumes 
• 1/9 Physics Force at U of M  
• 1/13 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Program 
• 1/16 No School Dr. MLK, Jr. Day 
• 1/27 No School Professional Development 
 

Have a wonderful Winter Break!  We are greatly looking forward to a wonderful 2017 filled 
with learning and peace.  
 
Thanks, Mr. Budin 


