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March Family Newsletter
Dear Nokomis Families,
 
Happy March! I am so grateful that spring is just around the corner! We have made it through
the long, cold winter!
 
February was a busy and exciting month! A huge thank you to all our Nokomis families and
communities for helping us with the Read-a-Thon! We raised over $15,000 dollars so far! Our
students were so inspired to strengthen their reading endurance to meet their reading goals!
We are so proud of our wonderful readers! We are truly grateful for all of your amazing
support! 
 
 
March will be another busy month, we look forward to sharing your child's progress at our
spring parent/teacher conferences. Please reach out to your child's teacher if you have any
questions about how to schedule your spring conferences.
 
Upcoming Events:
 

Monday, 3/8/22, 6:30pm to 7:30 pm- Nokomis Virtual PTO Meeting
 

Join with Google Meet
meet.google.com/qah-ucia-zbu

 
Friday, 3/4/22- No Schoo for all students, Teacher Conference Prep Day
Friday, 3/25/22-No school for all students, Parent Teacher conferences

 
Once again, thank you so much for your continual support!
 
In Partnership, 
Ms. Terri
Principal

https://meet.google.com/qah-ucia-zbu?authuser=0&hs=122


News from Nurse Liberty
 
 
Nokomis Families,
Thankfully the number of COVID cases are �nally starting to drop. While that is great news, we
still need to be vigilant to keep case numbers low. Please remember to wear a mask, get
vaccinated, stay home if not feeling well, and get tested (rapid testing kits are available at
school for any symptomatic students).
More Common Symptoms: fever 100.4 or higher, cough, di�culty breathing, loss of taste or
smell
Less Common Symptoms: sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, muscle pain, extreme
fatigue/tiredness, severe headache, nasal congestion/runny nose.
Early in February, Phillips E.Y.E. was onsite to screen all kindergarten, �rst, third, and �fth grade
students. If your child did not pass screening you should have received a letter in your child’s
backpack. Phillips E.Y.E will also be reaching out to parents in the next few weeks regarding
your child’s vision and available resources.
As we move into March, the weather starts to warm up, but we still see lots of snow, cold, and
slush. Please continue to send winter gear with your child. Boots, snowpants, heavy jackets,
and waterproof gloves/mittens help keep your child warm and dry while playing outside at
recess. Classes go outside everyday as long as windchill is above -10F.
Liberty Belter, RN, LSN
Liberty.belter@spps.org
651-888-7651
 
Liberty Belter, RN, LSN 
Liberty.belter@spps.org
651-888-7651

From Counselor Stephanie
Hello Nokomis Families,
Happy March and start of Spring! Between our wonderful Read A Thon, an unexpected snow
day, and warmer weather starting to appear, things are quite exciting at Nokomis North. Our
students are doing the most amazing job of proving and pushing their stamina during our Read
A Thon. I am beyond proud of the growth mindset and determination that they are all
displaying.
For our classroom counseling lessons during the months of January and February, students
learned all about College and Career Readiness! Here, in SPPS, we believe that it is never too
early to talk to students about their future and where their interests may lead them. Through
our College and Career Unit, students will understand that preparation for greatness in college,
career, and/or community is achievable with the right planning, preparation, support, and
accountability. Students began, or continued, creating their Personal Learning Plans (PLPs),
with the online program Xello. These plans are a way for students to consider their strengths
and interests, and guide choices about their future academic courses. Xello helps students
build skills knowledge and plans to be future ready Ask your student(s) what they learned
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Mr. Dylan
Weber
Hello Nokomis families,
 
I'm Dylan Weber and I am a
Restorative Practices
Behavioral Interventionist here
at Nokomis. My goal is to help
children feel safe, comfortable,
and to be con�dent. I try to
teach them to think through and
solve problems peacefully. It's a
rewarding experience. Besides
work, I enjoy traveling, sports,
summer, reading, and my dog,
Winston.

Mr. Kurt Hadley
Hello Nokomis families,
 
I am Kurt Hadley, a Teaching
Assistant at Nokomis North. I
have worked in schools for over
twenty years. I have a wife
Jenny, son Sammy, and
daughter Stella. I coach all my
sons sports. I played sports in
high school and love watching
sports. I graduated from the
University of Minnesota with
Elementary Education teaching
certi�cate.  
As a family we like to go
camping and we are planning a
three week adventure to the
west coast this summer. My
favorite thing to do at Nokomis
is make students laugh!
 
Kurt

about learning after high school and what their dream job/career is! It was amazing to hear
from each student about what career they wanted based on their current strengths and
interests.
Our March classroom counseling lessons will focus on self-regulation by using the Zones of
Regulation framework. Reminder to our 5th grade families: Middle School choice applications
are due to the St. Paul Placement Center by March 4th. Please feel free to reach out to my
directly if you have any questions or concerns about your student! Thank you, see you in April!
Best,
Counselor Stephanie . 

Meet some of our new Nokomis Staff

https://s.smore.com/u/cc96/5b3a67caac861fea105519ee0e172646.png
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Reading Tips from our Literacy Teachers
Read-a-Thon Update! # Nokomis LOVES to Read!
Keep it up!!!
 
WOW! So far….The Nokomis Community has raised $14,835.00 in donations and the students
collectively have read 65,461 minutes.
 
Big thanks to our PTO for organizing this event.
Donations can be made through March 8th.
Thank YOU and keep reading!

 
 

Reading tips for March-From ReadingPartners.org
The power of joy for early readers.
Five tips to help kids enjoy reading
1. Cultivate a strong reading habit yourself
There is no better way to convince a child to love reading than if you share in reading yourself.
No matter your reading story, you can be an example for your child. So, help yourself fall in
love with reading again: non�ction, poetry, magazines, on the bus, before bed—and remind
yourself why this is such a worthwhile habit to invest in.
2. Speak with joy
Kids can sense when we’re faking it. The shot at the doctor will hurt; the carrots are not going
to turn you orange. Building off the joy you have for reading, children will sense a genuine
appreciation for books pouring out of you. And—as the student’s “teacher”—it is our job to
model this joy, to make the joy so magnetic that the student wants a piece of the action, too.
Some phrases to help you exude this include:

One thing I love about reading is…
I love stories like this, because they help us understand why…
This one time, I was reading and I discovered…
That’s why I like books, because they help me to…
I love how I can learn about so much through books…

3. Don’t force it
Notice how a lot of the “speak with joy” phrases point back to the “I”? It is an invitation for your
child to come into your world of reading. There is no way to “force” a child into book
appreciation. However, when we model the joy of what books can do in our own lives, it opens
up a world of wonder where the student can see him or herself as a strong reader, too. Literacy
coach Lucy Calkins pinpoints that we must be cognizant of “teaching not only strategies but
also values…The [enthusiasm used] to convey these values is as important as the activities”
themselves. The student will not always remember speci�c minilesson moments, but time
after time when we will build a nostalgia and comfort around reading—it allows for every
positive memory to build upon the last.
4. Tie it to their interests and goals
Similar to adults, oftentimes children will not root into an idea without an answer to the long-
term question, “Why?” Seeing the bigger purpose helps a learner understand why little lessons
matter in the moment. It’s hard for a fourth grader to grasp the signi�cance of “story arc” when



the biggest thing in her world is basketball. But if I can connect the “arc” of a basketball
making a swoosh to the arc of a story plotline, there is greater room for success.
If a student loves “being a veterinarian,” ask him why he thinks reading is important to this
dream (going to school, reading doctor’s manuals, learning about different kinds of puppies…)
and let the child see you are on his side. When kids understand that we are their advocates,
learning changes. Any way you can, make them see that you are helping them read because
you want them to be able to pursue their own individual goals and interests.
5. Make a habit of reading
The best kind of learning is the kind that seeps itself into our bones. If every time my mom
pulls out onions and says, “Mmmm!” holding up the sauté spoon like a golden scepter, I am
going to become curious. Children thrive off of routine, and it sets them up for optimal
success. When children know that reading is promoted by adults as not just a one-time event,
but a habit—they will start to see the value that is placed upon it in a mentor’s eyes. Over time,
they will look forward to it as a stable comfort, no matter how unpredictable the rest of their
world is. By establishing bedtime or just-after-school-time as “the” reading time, the grown-
up in the child’s life creates the expectation that says to the student: this matters. Reading is
here to stay.

-From Janet Palas, Social Worker-
Homeowner Preservation Program
Opportunity
Hello Nokomis Families,
 
St. Paul Homeownership Preservation Program
This is a St. Paul program for eligible homeowners who are experiencing paying their
mortgage. Their phone number is 651-236-8592. Please click on the link below for more
information.
 
https://www.hocmn.org/stpaulhpp/ 
 
Thank you,
 
Ms. Janet

ACCESS and MCA testing Information
The ACCESS for English Learners (ELs) testing window closes on March 25th. ACCESS for
ELs are English language pro�ciency assessments used to meet federal and state legislative
requirements. These assessments are used to monitor English Learners; progress as they
develop academic language skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.
 
The Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) testing window will open for 3rd-5th
grade students on April 14th. The MCAs are state tests in reading, mathematics, and science

https://www.hocmn.org/stpaulhpp/


that are used to meet federal and state legislative requirements. The tests are administered
every year to measure student performance relative to the Minnesota Academic Standards
that specify what students in their grade should know and be able to do.
 
For additional information, please see the ACCESS and MCA Parent Fact Sheets.
 
Thank you!
 
Christi Schmitt
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Download
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Download
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