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Dragging Canoe 
Dragging Canoe, born around 1738, was a Cherokee war chief. 

The first battle he fought in was during the Anglo-Cherokee 

War (1759-1761), and that earned him the reputation of being 

a strong opponent against encroachment. He then led the 

Cherokee against white settlers in North Carolina with Abraham 

of Chilowee in 1776. During the American Revolution his forces 

were often joined by Upper Muskogee, Chickasaw, Shawnee, 

Indians from other nations, British Loyalists, French and Spanish 

agents. He was a prominent war leader during the Chickamauga 

Wars (1776-1794). He died in 1792 after an all night celebration.

Dragging Canoe was a prominent 
Cherokee war chief. 
Mike Smith

There were many Native resistance fighters from the 1500s to the 1800s who made a name for themselves 

during our country’s volatile history. Here’s a guide to some of the more notable. 

Tecumseh
Tecumseh, born in 1768, was a Shawnee leader who not only 

resisted, he tried to unite all Native Americans so they could 

defend themselves against the growing United States. He and 

his warriors fought well. During the Siege of Detroit they joined 

the British and Tecumseh had his warriors parade out from 

the woods, circle back and come out again from another area, 

making it look like there were more warriors. The other side 

surrendered. Tecumseh was killed in 1813 during the Battle of 

the Thames, though the circumstances of his death are murky.

Tecumseh, a Shawnee leader, tried to 
united all Natives against the growing 
United States. 
Wikimedia Commons
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Mangas Coloradas
Mangas Coloradas, born around 1792, he saw encroachment by 

the Spanish from the south and white settlers from the east. He 

became a chief of the Membreno Chiricahua Apache in 1837 and 

led his men on a number of attacks to protect his people’s land. 

He was Cochise’s father-in-law. In 1863, he was taken into custody 

at Fort McClane when he was supposed to be meeting with U.S. 

military leaders. Instead, he was tortured and killed allegedly 

while trying to escape. After his death his skull was sent to a 

phrenologist in New York City. The mutilation of an Apache leader 

increased hostility between Apaches and the United States, wars 

between the two continued for another 25 years.

Cochise
Cochise, born in 1805, he was Geronimo’s father-in-law, 

and served as principal chief of the Chokonen band of the 

Chiricahua Apache. He led an uprising against Americans that 

began in 1861. He was never photographed and was buried in 

a secret location. Cochise and his warriors used the Cochise 

Stronghold in the Dragoon’s canyons as their fortress for many 

years. He did eventually sign the Broken Arrow Peace Treaty 

and died of natural causes in 1874 on the reservation.

A bronze bust of Cochise by Betty Butts is at 
Fort Bowie National Historic Site in Arizona. 
Wikimedia Commons

Red Cloud
Red Cloud, born in 1822, was an Oglala Lakota war leader, chief 

and worthy opponent against the United States Army. He led 

the successful campaign known as Red Cloud’s War (1866-1868) 

over control of Powder River Country in northeast Wyoming 

and southern Montana. He scared encroachers off the Bozeman 

Trail and signed the Fort Laramie Treaty in 1868, mandating the 

United States allow the Lakota to keep the western half of South 

Dakota, including the Black Hills. He died in 1909 at the age of 87.Red Cloud led his warriors in Red Cloud’s War. 
South Dakota State Historical Society
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Sitting Bull was a legendary Lakota warrior 
and leader who fought against white 
encroachment and to save his way of life.

Geronimo
Geronimo, born in 1829, he was a member of the smallest 

band of the Chiricahua Apache, the Bedonkohe, spent his life 

resisting colonization of his homeland in the Southwest. After 

his mother, wife and three children were murdered by Mexican 

soldiers Geronimo spent the next 10 years taking revenge on 

the Mexican government. He was caught in 1877 and sent to 

the San Carlos Apache Reservation, but escaped in 1881 to 

continue fighting. He was a legend for more than a decade and 

followers saw him as the last defender of the Native American 

way of life. He was the last Chiricahua to surrender in 1886, but 

his celebrity didn’t end there. He published his autobiography 

in 1905 and crowds gathered to catch a glimpse of the famous 

imprisoned Indian warrior. He died in 1909 after falling from a 

horse while riding home.

Sitting Bull 
Sitting Bull, born around 1831, he became a legendary Lakota 

warrior and leader against white encroachment. He fought in 

his first war party at the age of 14. He is known as the architect 

in the defeat of General George Armstrong Custer, even though 

he himself did not fight in the Battle of the Little Bighorn. 

During a Sun Dance weeks before the battle, Sitting Bull had 

a vision of the victory. This would not be his only vision. After 

Custer’s defeat he led his followers into Canada rather than 

continue to get harassed by the U.S. Army for not being on 

reservations. But the scarcity of buffalo forced them to return. 

He surrendered to the United States in 1881, but was so famous 

he could charge up to $2 for an autograph and joined Buffalo 

Bill Cody’s Wild West Show for a season. Another vision told 

him he would be killed by his own people. This vision also 

came true when Lakota policemen came to question him in 

1890 about a Ghost Dance movement and he was shot during a 

confrontation between them and his relatives and neighbors.

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Crazy Horse
Crazy Horse, born in 1840, was an Oglala Sioux Indian chief 

who resisted removal efforts. He refused to be photographed 

and never signed any documents. His goal was to regain the 

land and way of life his Lakota people had known when he 

was child, when they had the full Great Plains to themselves. 

But, the discovery of gold in the Black Hills made that an 

impossibility. Lakota were forced onto reservations, but Crazy 

Horse and is ally Sitting Bull refused. In 1876, the two of them 

led 1,200 Oglala and Cheyenne warriors against General George 

Crook, making his men turn back as they advanced on Sitting 

Bull’s encampment on the Little Bighorn River. A week later, 

General George Armstrong Custer was defeated in the Battle 

of the Little Bighorn, likely the greatest victory for Natives 

Americans over U.S. troops. Sitting Bull led his men into 

Canada while Crazy Horse continued to fight. He surrendered 

in May 1877 and died at Fort Robinson in September 1877 after 

being bayoneted in the kidneys.

This image of Crazy Horse was allegedly 
taken just before his death in 1877, but it’s 
authenticity has been disputed since for most 
of his life he refused to be photographed. 
Wikimedia Commons

Chief Black Hawk (1767-October 3, 1938)

Though he was not a formal chief, Black Hawk was a recognized 

leader of the Sauk Tribe. At 15 years old, he wounded his first 

enemy in battle and earned the right to paint his face and wear 

feathers. He was a member of the warrior class.

During the War of 1812, Black Hawk fought on the side of the 

British. He and his Sauk followers were known as the British 

Band and were responsible for many victories. Although he 

eventually signed a peace treaty with the United States, he 

refused to end his friendship with the British.

In 1828, white settlers began to move into Black Hawk’s 

ancestral lands of Saukenuk. Black Hawk refused to leave. As a 

result, The War of 1832 spelled a massive defeat for the Indians. 

Approximately two-thirds of Black Hawk’s followers were dead.

Though he was eventually captured, he made the rounds 

getting public media attention and spent the remainder of his 

years with his wife As-she-we-qua, or Singing Bird.
Chief Black Hawk 
Wikimedia Commons

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Chief Billy Bowlegs (1810-1864)

Billy Bowlegs was a Seminole Chief who played an active part in 

the second and third Seminole Wars against the United States. 

After signing the Treaty of Payne’s Landing at Fort Gibson, which 

insisted that the Seminoles move west, Bowlegs refused to budge.

Soon after Bowlegs formed the band of 200 warriors who led 

a series of guerilla attacks against surveyors and fort builders. 

The acts became known as the Third Seminole War. It wasn’t 

until 1858, 26 years after Billy Signed the initial Payne’s 

Landing treaty, a treaty that began actions to incite the 

Seminole Wars, that Billy Bowlegs moved to new territory.

Chief Billy Bowlegs 
Wikimedia Commons

Opechancanough (1554-1646)

A feared warrior and eventual chief of the Powhatan 

Confederacy, Opechancanough was angered by the influx of 

European settlements into what is now the state of Virginia. 

As a result, he helped to orchestrate two of the deadliest 

massacres in the U.S. In March of 1622, Powhatan Indians 

launched a surprise attack killing 350, which was more than 

a quarter of the settlers in the area. The act started a 10-year 

war. Though Opechancanough signed a treaty to stop the 

hostilities in 1632, in 1644 and at 90 years old, he planned an 

attack that killed another 500 settlers. A few years later he was 

captured and shot by a soldier.

Opechancanough 
Powhatan Museum

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Chief Pontiac (1720-1769)

Chief Pontiac, born in 1720 in the territory that would be 

present-day Detroit. Gaining regard for his acts during the 

French and Indian War, Pontiac became an ally of the French in 

his desire to stop the influx of British colonists. Through this 

desire, he formed an alliance of tribes into a resistance against 

the British which became known as Pontiac’s Rebellion.

After leading an attack on Fort Detroit in May 1763, other 

groups followed suit and destroyed eight additional forts from 

Michigan to Pennsylvania, killing hundreds of British. Although 

Fort Detroit was not taken, Pontiac and his warriors fought 

against it for six months.

Later, In exchange for amnesty, he signed a treaty with the 

British but was soon killed by a member of another tribe. Some 

historians speculate due to his pro-British decision.

Chief Little Crow 
Minnesota Historical Society

Chief Little Crow (1810-1863)

Chief Little Crow, born around 1810, Little Crow was the 

Mdewakanton Dakota Sioux chief who literally outfought his 

brother to take the position as chief. After several clashes with 

the military in the Dakota War of 1862 the war also gained the 

nickname of “Little Crow’s War.”

Additionally upset about the amount of broken treaties, Little 

Crow and his warriors launched a tremendous attack that led 

to the deaths of a large but unknown number of settlers in 

southern Minnesota. More attacks continued to befall settlers 

at the hands of Little Crow and his warriors until they suffered 

a large defeat and fled to Canada. Upon returning, Little Crow 

was shot by a settler in Minnesota in 1863.

Wikipedia/John Mix Stanley

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Kintpuash or “Captain Jack” 
Wikimedia Commons

Kintpuash (Strikes the Water Brashly)  
or Captain Jack (1837-October 3, 1873)

Kintpuash or “Captain Jack” was Chief of the Modoc Tribe 

and leader during the Modoc War. In 1864, with the influx 

of settlers, the Modoc were forced to move to the Klamath 

Reservation. Treated poorly, Captain Jack led his people back to 

the Modoc territory on the Oregon-California border. Though 

the Army forced them back, Captain Jack again moved about 

180 back to their ancestral lands.

The Army again tried to gather the Modocs to which Captain 

Jack resisted in the Battle of Lost River and eventually settled 

in what is now known as Captain Jack’s Stronghold, an 

area with caves and trenches in today’s Lava Beds National 

Monument. When the Army attacked, 35 soldiers were killed 

with no Modoc casualties.

In attempts to negotiate, Captain Jack and others met with 

a Federal Peace Commission, to which Captain jack and 

others fired pistols killing leaders of the commission. He was 

eventually captured after fleeing and was hanged on October 3, 

1873, only one of three Indian combatants to be convicted as 

war criminals in American history.

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Rain-In-The-Face 
Wikimedia Commons

Rain-in-the-Face (1835-September 15, 1905)

As a Lakota war chief, Rain-in-the-Face was among the Indian 

leaders who defeated George Armstrong Custer and the 7th 

Calvary at the 1876 Battle of Little Big Horn. Having earned his 

name during a fight when he was 10 and his face got splattered 

with blood like rain; Rain-in-the-Face fought several battles in his 

life against the settlers and soldiers.

Such battles included the 1866 raid against Fort Totten, the 

Fetterman Massacre, the Battle of Honsinger Bluff, among others. 

During his fight at Little Big Horn, he was long believed to have 

cut the heart out of Thomas Custer, a feat popularized by Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow, he was also believed to have shot George 

Custer so closely as “to see the powder burns on his face.”

Though these claims have been refuted, Rain-in-the-Face on 

his deathbed was reported to have told his friend, “I have lived 

peaceably ever since we came upon the reservation. No one 

can say that Rain in the Face has broken the rules of the Great 

Father. I fought for my people and my country. When we were 

conquered I remained silent, as a warrior should. Rain in the 

Face was killed when he put down his weapons before the Great 

Father. His spirit was gone then; only this poor body lived on, but 

now it is almost ready to lie down for the last time. Ho, hechetu!”

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/


10All Content © 2016 Indian Country Today Media Network, LLC
Read more at www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com

Hin-mah-too-yah-lat-kekt or Chief Joseph 
was born March 3, 1840.
AP Images

Chief Joseph (1840-1904)

Known to have been one of the first Nez Perce Indian chiefs 

to convert to Christianity, Chief Joseph worked to forge a new 

treaty and a new reservation in hopes of making peace with 

European settlers. After gold was discovered in Nez Perce 

lands the U.S. government took back millions of acres from 

Joseph and his people.

Chief Joseph denounced his white friends, destroyed his bible 

and refused to sign off on the new boundaries. When clashes 

caused the death of white settlers, Joseph led his people on 

what is considered one of the most remarkable military retreats 

in history. After a 1,400-mile march to Canada, victories 

against U.S. forces numbered more than 2,000 soldiers.

RELATED: Native History: Nez Perce Leader Chief Joseph Walks On

Chief Black Hoof (1740-1831)

Chief Black Hoof, of the Shawnee Indians of Ohio, is 

remembered for his fierce fighting against encroaching settlers. 

In 1831, the government negotiated to transfer Ohio land held 

by the Shawnee. When Black Hoof was later asked if he agreed 

to the sale, he replied “No.”

Black Hoof resisted the Indian removal policies implemented after 

the War of 1812 and claimed to have been present at the Battle of 

the Monongahela in 1755, which included the defeat of General 

Edward Braddock during the French and Indian War. Though some 

historians say he was born in 1740 others say 1722, which would 

have made him 109 years old at the time of his death.

Chief Black Hoof 
Californiaindianeducation.org

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Metacom/King Philip (1639-1676)

Metacom, also known as King Philip, was the Sachem leader of 

the Wampanoag prominent in the New England war that holds 

his namesake—King Philips War. As puritan colonies grew in 

1674, he planned attacks and raids.

Fighting between the puritan colonists and Indians spread 

into Boston, Rhode Island and other New England territories. 

In the winter of 1675-1676, a colonial company led by 

Captain Michael Pierce was surrounded and defeated by 

Native Warriors. On March 29 1676, Metacomet’s men burned 

Providence, Rhode Island. Later that year Metacom was killed 

by a Native soldier who switched sides named John Alderman.

RELATED: New England’s Second Colonial Armed Conflict: 

King Philip’s War Remembered

The image in the upper left is an engraving 
by Paul Revere from 1772. The image in the 
upper right is a painting by Thomas Hart 
Benton from the 1930s. In the lower left 
is a woodcut by an unknown artist from 
"A Pictorial History of America" (Goodrich 
1846). In the lower right is a painting 
by an unknown artist from the Museum 
of Anthropology at Brown University. 
Humanities.uci.edu

Chief Low Dog (1846 –1894)

Becoming an Oglala Sioux war chief at age 14, Low Dog or Xunka 

Kuciyedano joined Sitting Bull’s war party on Little Big Horn in 

1876. In his history as a war chief he fought in the battle against 

Reno and Custer. Low Dog’s brother was killed in battle.

His account of the Battle of Little Bighorn is historically well-

known: “I called to my men: ‘This is a good day to die: follow me.’ 

We massed our men, and that no man should fall back, every man 

whipped another man's horse and we rushed right upon them.

As we rushed upon them the [soldiers] dismounted to fire, 

but they did very poor shooting. They held their horse’s reins 

on one arm while they were shooting, but their horses were 

so frightened that they pulled the men all around and a great 

many of their shots went up into the air and did us no harm.”
This image of Chief Low Dog was 
photographed by David F. Barry at Fort 
Buford in 1881. 
American-tribes.com

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Chief Gall / Pizi (1840-1894)

Chief Gall / Pizi, born about 1840, Chief Gall received his name 

because as a hungry youth he tried to eat the gall bladder of an 

animal. As a young warrior, Gall fought many battles with Red 

Cloud. When the treaty of 1868 began enforcing the return of 

Indians to reservations, Gall refused to comply.

Adopted as a brother by Sitting Bull, Gall was later accused of 

a murder he didn’t commit and was bayoneted by soldiers and 

left for dead. He crawled to safety and later retaliated. He also 

took part in the Battle of Little Big Horn and assisted Crazy 

Horse and others in Custer’s defeat.

In his later years, Gall served as an envoy to Washington, D.C. on 

behalf of the Sioux. He became a reservation judge in 1889 and 

during his life supported reservation-farming programs and schools 

to specifically educate Indian children. He was sought out by Buffalo 

Bill Cody to participate in his Wild West Show. Gall refused stating, 

“I am not an animal to be exhibited before crowds.”

This image of Chief Gall was taken during 
the same 1881 sitting at Fort Buford as the 
one of Low Dog. 
Photographed by David F. Barry/National 
Archives/Wikimedia

Osceola (1804-1838)

Osceola, born around 1804 among the Creek Indians in 

Georgia, Seminole leader Osceola fought against Andrew 

Jackson’s forces during the first Seminole Wars of 1817-1818. 

Fighting with fierce guerrilla tactics against government troops, 

Osceola later plunged his knife into a treaty he was asked 

to sign that would have moved his people. Osceola’s action 

precipitated the second Seminole wars that lasted seven years.

Osceola later was tricked into talking peace and was captured 

in 1837 while carrying a white truce flag.

Seminole Chief Osceola 
Smithsonian American Art Museum/Wikimedia

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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WOMEN WARRIORS
Illustration of Fallen Leaf from “The Life and Adventures of James P. Beckwourth,” by James Beckwourth and 

edited by Thomas D. Bonner, Harper & Brothers Publishers, New York, 1856.

Too often the battles fought by our American Indian warriors in history involve the acts of valor committed 

by men. However, these same types of acts performed by the women warriors of the past hold no less merit.

For this reason, we have put together a list of Native women warriors who stood their ground.

qualiafolk.com / Wikipedia

Pine Leaf (Woman Chief)
Though Pine Leaf was known as a Crow Warrior, she was born 

into the Gros Ventre Nation. She was captured by the Crow 

Nation at about age 10, so grew up Crow. Known as a fierce 

warrior who garnered prestige in battle, she eventually gained 

position on the council of chiefs as a war leader and hunter. 

She was later named “Woman Chief,” and like many of her 

fellow male chiefs, also took several wives—though many 

references cite as many as four wives—exact numbers aren’t 

verified. Regardless, those marriages have made her an icon in 

the two-spirit community.

Apache warrior Lozen
AP Images

Lozen
A skilled warrior of the Chiricahua Apache, Lozen was the 

sister of Victorio a prominent Chief. Of his sister and her 

exploits in battle Victorio has said: “Lozen is my right hand... 

strong as a man, braver than most, and cunning in strategy. 

Lozen is a shield to her people.”

Fighting against the horrible conditions of the San Carlos 

Reservation in Arizona, Lozen fought alongside her brother 

while evading capture by the military. Lozen, regarded by the 

warrior Kaywaykla as extraordinary, he said: “She could ride, 

shoot, and fight like a man; and I think she had more ability 

in planning military strategy than Victorio did.” She fought in 

countless battles for decades including alongside Geronimo in the 

last campaign of the Apache Wars.”

RELATED: ‘Killer of Enemies’ Brings Apache Warrior Lozen to Life

The smaller image of Lozen was originally 
taken from this image. She can be seen 
with Geronimo and other warriors in front 
of the train that ends up taking them in 
cattle cars to Florida.
AP Images
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14All Content © 2016 Indian Country Today Media Network, LLC
Read more at www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com

Buffalo Calf Road Woman
During the 1876 Battle of the Rosebud in Montana, Buffalo 

Calf Road valiantly rode into battle alongside her husband 

Black Coyote. As American troops under the leadership of 

General Crook (with Crow and Shoshone allies) fought the 

Cheyenne and Lakota Sioux, Buffalo Calf Road charged into the 

center of the battle to save her brother Chief Comes in Sight, 

whose horse had been shot out from under him. Her act was 

considered to be one of the greatest acts of valor during that 

battle. Her people named the battle, “The Battle Where the Girl 

Saved Her Brother.”

Buffalo Calf Road Woman
Wikipedia

Moving Robe (Tashenamani)
During the Battle of the Greasy Grass in Montana where Lt. Col. 

George Armstrong Custer was defeated, one of the foremost 

warriors leading a counterattack against U.S. Calvary troops was 

Native woman warrior Moving Robe (Tashenamani), Sioux. Her 

actions were so formidable, they were recorded in history through 

the documented words of Lakota warrior Rain in the Face:

“Holding her brother’s war staff over her head, and leaning 

forward upon her charger, she looked as pretty as a bird. Always 

when there is a woman in the charge, it causes the warriors to vie 

with one another in displaying their valor.”Moving Robe

Running Eagle (Brown Weasel Woman)
Though some accounts vary on Brown Weasel Woman, who was 

named Running Eagle due to her prowess in battle, this woman 

warrior has several stories of bravery, including avenging her 

husband’s death after he was killed by Crow warriors. To avenge 

him she became a Blackfeet warrior. According to legend, the 

Sun Spirit said it would grant her great power in war, yet she 

was not to have sexual relations with another man. She then 

became a respected leader, and led many successful raids, but 

because she was intimate with a member of her war party in 

Flathead territory, she lost her war power and her life. Read 

more about her in Plains Indian History and Culture: Essays on 

Continuity and Change by John Canfield Ewers.

Running Eagle Brown Weasel Woman

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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VISIONARIES
By Christina Rose

From the 1700s through the end of the 1800s, visionaries rose up among many tribes in a movement to bring 

back traditional ways. Native prophets brought messages from the next world through trances, vision quests 

and natural gifts and abilities. From east to west and north to south, all carried the same message to their 

people: continue peacefully, but withdraw from the white man’s ways. The similarities were as remarkable as 

the passion with which they delivered their messages.

Neolin
known as the Delaware Prophet, came onto the radar of the 

British in the 1760s as he called for a rejection of all things 

European. In only 100 years, Natives had already become 

accustomed to cloth and metal, from cookware to guns. A 

trance produced Neolin’s vision whereby the Master of Life 

(Creator) told him Europeans would keep them from a peaceful 

afterlife, and to reject the metal objects as they came from 

unclean fire. His visions warned that following the white man’s 

ways would lead to terrible times and that they must remain on 

the lands that had been created for his people, the Lenape. 

Neolin’s vision played a part in Pontiac’s Rebellion. Pontiac 

was believed to have embraced Neolin’s vision, but rather than 

reject all whites, Pontiac specifically targeted the British.
Neolin was known as the Delaware Prophet. 
Galafilm.com

Tenskwatawa
known as the Shawnee Prophet, was the brother of Tecumseh. 

Tenskwatawa had been an alcoholic until age 30 when he fell to 

ground while sitting at a fire with his family. Preparations for 

the end of his life began, however, the next day he sat up and 

said he had been with the Master of Life who instructed him 

to bring the people back to their original ways and abandon 

all materialism introduced by the whites. His prophecy was 

specific in the traditional values: to remain faithful to their 

spouse, to give up alcohol and the accumulation of property 

and goods, to use only instruments of wood and stone, and to 

abandon steel. His prophecy spread throughout the tribes and 

many left their own homes to stay with him in Prophetstown, 

Ohio. His sincerity even won over many U.S. officials.

Tenskwatawa was known as the Shawnee Prophet and was the 

brother of Tecumseh.

Smithsonian
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Tecumseh 
traveled with Tenskwatawa on a mission to unite tribes of the 

“Old Northwest” (from Ohio to Minnesota), the south, and the 

Mississippi Valley. Tecumsah was a commanding leader who 

sought an uprising against the taking of 3 million acres of land 

in the Treaty of Fort Wayne. Tecumesh, who lived from 1768 

until 1813, had a reputation as a visionary in his own right. He 

foretold of a comet, and later, months before it occurred, of 

the Madrid Earthquake, the most massive earthquake in the 

country in an area not known for seismic activity. “There was 

no scientific explanation for such a thing happening; where 

no one could possibly have anticipated or predicted that an 

earthquake could happen,” said David Yarrow, editor of the 

Ratville Times. “No one except Tecumseh.”

No verified image of Tecumseh is said to 
exist. He was said to have never abandoned 
Native dress and he was described in 
many documents as an exceptionally fine-
looking man.

Smohalla
Paiute, lived from 1815 until 1895 in the Pacific Northwest. 

Smohalla was recognized at a young age to have spiritual gifts. 

He was of unusual build, with short legs and a large head, and 

many attributed his stature to one who would be spiritually 

gifted. When he went on his vision quest at age 14, he came 

back saying he had died but was refused entrance into the 

spirit world. He was to return and become a conduit between 

worlds. Like the other prophets, Smohalla called for an end of 

indulgence in the white man’s ways. He instructed his people 

to practice their traditions and to not use the goods the white 

man had brought into their lives. They were to continue to 

hunt, gather and fish rather than farm and ranch, which was the 

only way they would survive. As many as 2,000 people followed 

Smohalla, including Chief Joseph.

Smohalla’s communication with Nami Piap (Creator) brought 

new songs and ceremonies to the people. He was a powerful 

medicine man, able to cure diseases others could not, including 

smallpox, cholera, tuberculosis, influenza, typhoid, and others 

brought by the onslaught of Europeans. Smohalla, like most of 

the others, preached peaceful retreat from the whites and he 

never moved to a reservation.

Smohalla was recognized at a young age 
to possess spiritual gifts. 
Smithsonian
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Wovoka
Walker River Paiute, lived from 1856 until 1932. He was a respected man who 

had been known to communicate with the elements since childhood. Wovoka 

was aware of other leaders who called for the abandonment of the settler’s 

ways. He took the Ghost Dance, developed by another Paiute, Wodzibob, who 

may have been his father, and refined it with new songs to spread the mission 

of eliminating whites forever. As a charismatic speaker from Nevada, people 

came to meet Wovoka from California and Oregon, and when the Lakota came, 

they brought the Ghost Dance back to the Plains. There, Ghost Dance shirts 

were worn to protect them from the bullets of soldiers, and Army officials grew 

concerned at the fervor.

Wovoka called for unity, insisting that if all would come and dance together, the 

earth would open and the whites would disappear, and those Natives already 

dead would return. The dance is still practiced among Paiutes and spoken of 

with reverence among other tribes, but the widespread practice ended with the 

massacre at Wounded Knee.

According to Clifford Trafzer, Wyandot, author of American Indian Prophets: 

Religious Leaders and Revitalization Movements, the words of these prophets are 

relevant today. He said, “Wovoka’s belief system continues. It didn’t end with 

Wounded Knee as the history books say. It’s about the spirit and what Creator 

wants people to be doing. It’s about being truer to your way of life. Being 

Native means following the traditional laws and codes of behavior that were 

set down at the beginning of time among all communities, the dos and don’ts, 

and you need to follow that. I know certain friends of mine still do Circle 

Dances it was, a form of the ghost dance.”

Asked how to practice these ways in today’s world, Trafzer, a professor of American 

Indian history at the University of California, Riverside said, “I think the most 

important thing is what’s really in your heart. It’s about what you are doing 

and how you see that larger circular world of the past in the present. I think the 

prophets were asking that you connect with our beginning, with our creation, with 

our songs, our environment. The first ceremonies predate Christianity,” he said. 

“Stay away from manufactured things and go back to the things we used to do. 

Remember the importance of rocks, sage, and tobacco—that is where the power sits.

“Remember the relationship to food and water, and the spirit that was given to 

them by the creator. It is in remembrance of the things that keep us alive. We 

should never forget that gift was given, that the plants and animals are giving 

their life so that we can live. That is in accordance with the laws of creation, and 

are really and truly a beautiful thing.”

Clifford Trafzer, Ph.D., 
(center) is the author 
of “American Indian 
Prophets.” Trafzer taught 
American Indian History 
at Navajo Community 
College, Washington State 
University and San Diego 
State University, and is 
currently at the University 
of California, Riverside. 
Clifford Trafzer

Wovoka was also known 
as Jack Wilson. Skeptics 
say his philosophies were 
inspired by “revelations” 
while others say he was 
an important spiritual 
leader whose beliefs are 
carried on today by many.
Wikipedia
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BONUS: CONTEMPORARY HEROES
As we have been highlighting Native resistance fighters from the 1500s to the 1800s, it was brought to our 

attention by many of our readers that we should also highlight contemporary leaders and heroes.

Specifically we were told, “resistance fighters are not just living in the past, and we have many resistance 

fighters living today.” This is a sentiment to which we agree wholeheartedly.

So, here is a list of 8 modern-day resistance fighters who certainly deserve to be recognized.

Suzan Shown Harjo
An advocate for American Indian rights, Suzan Shown Harjo, 

Cheyenne and Hodulgee Muscogee, has worked for decades 

in the fight for Native justice. Helping in the recovery of more 

than a million acres in Native lands, fighting for national 

policy and teams to drop Indian mascots since the 1960s, Harjo 

has been a true leader of Native resistance and appropriately 

deserves the first mention.

Harjo is also the guest curator and general editor for “Nation 

to Nation: Treaties Between the United States and American 

Indian Nation,” a 2014 exhibit and book at the National 

Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C.

Guest curator Suzan Shown Harjo, 
Cheyenne and Hodulgee Muscogee, at 
the entrance to the “Nation to Nation: 
Treaties Between the United States and the 
American Indian Nations” exhibition at 
the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian on September 16, 2014 in 
Washington, D.C. 
Photo by Paul Morigi/AP Images for The 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the 
American Indian

Winona LaDuke
A former Green Party vice-presidential candidate alongside 

Ralph Nader, an internationally acclaimed author, orator and 

activist, and graduate of Harvard and Antioch Universities with 

advanced degrees, Winona LaDuke (Anishinaabe), is a stoic 

fighter for Native land and environmental rights. Fighting on 

such social battlegrounds as GMO awareness, the Keystone XL 

Pipeline and more, LaDuke deserves well-deserved recognition 

for her life’s contributions to Indian country.
Winona LaDuke and her sister sit on 
horseback at the beginning of the Keystone 
XL Pipeline protest, which took place in 
Washington, D.C. on April 22, 2014. 
Vincent Schilling

http://www.indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/
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Oren Lyons
As a traditional Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan, and a member 

of the Onondaga Nation Council of Chiefs of the Six Nations of 

the Iroquois Confederacy (the Haudenosaunee) Oren Lyons has 

traveled all over the world advocating for environmental justice 

and treaty recognitions neglected by the U.S. government. 

As a member of the Red Power Movement he played a role in 

such events as “The Trail of Broken Treaties,” a caravan that 

challenged the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Lyons is a true leader 

of the resistance.

Oren Lyons and Sen. Daniel Inouye 
holding the two row wampum belt in 
1987.

Tom Goldtooth
As one of the leading movers and shakers that fight for 

environmental and economic justice, sustainable development 

and effective economic systems, Tom Goldtooth (Navajo/

Dakota) is the executive director of the Indigenous 

Environmental Network, one of the most influential Native 

non-governmental organizations in the country. Not satisfied 

at the work one might suspect a director would need to do 

behind a desk, Goldtooth is more often than not seen at 

the front lines of his organization’s grass-roots rallies for 

environmental justice. He was recently at the front of the line 

of the People’s Climate March in New York City.

Indigenous Environmental Network leader 
Thomas Goldtooth speaking at the UN. 
Ben Powless

Michael Bucher
Able to trace his ancestry back to the Trail of Tears, Michael 

Bucher (Cherokee) is an award-winning reactionary folk-rock 

musician who consistently delivers a message of justice in Indian 

country. With such music as “Sacred Ground,” which details the 

desecration of sacred sites and burial mounds, “Dirty Water,” 

which describes the use of sewage water on the sacred San 

Francisco Peaks, Bucher is a consistent message bearer to those 

who need to understand more about Indian country.Michael Bucher, Cherokee, is an award-
winning musician. 
Vincent Schilling
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Ray Halbritter
As the fight against the offensive Redskins mascot has grown 

over the years, one of the most notable advocates against 

the use of the team name and mascot is Oneida Nation’s 

representative Ray Halbritter. In addition to meeting with key 

members of the NFL and Washington Redskins team, he was 

also behind creating ChangetheMascot.org. Halbritter has 

shown himself to be a force for #CHANGETHENAME. Feel free 

to use all caps for that hashtag. Halbritter is also the publisher 

of Indian Country Today Media Network.

Ray Halbritter has been fighting to 
change the Redskins team mascot and 
name for years. 
AP Images

Buffy St. Marie
As an activist and artist who for decades has brought attention 

to the issues most Americans wanted to keep quiet about, 

American Indians, Buffy St. Marie (Cree) brought a musical 

message to the masses with protest songs like “Universal 

Soldier” and “My Country Tis of Thy People You’re Dying.” In 

addition to her protest songs, St. Marie also appeared for five 

years on Sesame Street and in an industry shake-up breast-fed 

her son on the show.
Buffy Sainte-Marie 
Christie Goodwin
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You!
Indian country has shown itself as a whole to be an incredible 

force on the world’s stage of social media. When Gwen Stefani 

and No Doubt released their controversial video “Looking 

Hot,” when Sonic posted a racially charged sign referencing 

the Chiefs, with the Redskins issue, Indian country social 

media is there to set people straight. When a hipster wears a 

headdress or high school students brandish racist signs, Indian 

country social media is there.

Whether Twitter users are using #ChangetheName, 

#AbolishColumbusDay, #NoDAPL or #NDNPride, Google+ 

is seeing growing communities like the Native American 

Community or NOACA (Natives of America, Canada and 

Alaska) and YouTube is teaching our true history, or parodying 

it with groups like the 1491’s—we are making a huge 

difference—keep up the great work, the world is watching!
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