
Physical Science: This is a first-year, general science elective course that covers or reviews topics that 
will be important to know for future classes, like atoms and bonding.  We try to emphasize individual 
attention as much as possible in this class.  This might be a good choice for parents who feel like their 
child would do well with more support. This course counts as 1 of 3 required years of high school 
science, and students would then choose among levels of biology in 10th grade and chemistry in 11th 
grade, and optional science electives for 12th grade.  
 
General Biology:  The State of Minnesota requires ALL students to pass 4 quarters of biology, the study 
of living things (4 credits -- one full year), either general or accelerated. Both courses cover the same 
state standards, but have different depth and rigor.  If your child has had success in 8th grade science 
(earning C’s or better), general biology may be a good choice. Students would then choose among levels 
of chemistry in 10th grade and science electives in 11th and/or 12th grade. 
 
Accelerated (Honors) Biology:  Compared to general biology, the accelerated classes move faster, with 
more challenging tests and full lab reports.  To reflect this significant extra workload, students earn 
honors credit and a weighted bonus in GPA. If your child has excelled in science (solid A’s and B’s) and is 
looking for an extra challenge, this may be a good choice. Students would then choose among levels of 
chemistry in 10th grade and science electives in 11th and/or 12th grade. 
 
ONE THING TO KEEP IN MIND:  Occasionally students switch from one level to another if they would like 
more or less of a challenge. If you decide next fall that your child might like to switch, please discuss this 
with the teacher and start the official process with your child’s counselor by the end of September. 

 
 

 
 


