
Principal's Update
Bulletin # 21
Week of January 25 - 29, 2021

Dear Crossroads Families,
We are excited to welcome students back to school
beginning Monday, February 1. I apologize in advance for the
very long letter. A reminder that there is no instruction this
upcoming week, January 25-29, to allow staff time to
prepare for in-person learning and the Virtual Learning School
(VLS).

Please sign up for one of the information sessions for
Crossroads families. Information is below for the dates and
times of the sessions. This will be via Zoom and all
questions are welcome. You can attend one or all of them if
you wish to.

Please know that SPPS is following all of the requirements
and recommendations laid out in the Minnesota Safe
Learning Plan. The latest information is posted at
spps.org/reopen on a regular basis; please check back often
and look for additional updates as we get closer to the start
date.

Click here for last week’s district update
Link: spps.org/reopen

Back to School Timeline & Important Information
School Letters indicating classroom assignments to their In-
Person or Virtual Learning Schools (VLS) were mailed Friday,
January 22 in the afternoon. Please expect multi-grade
classes and changes to teachers.

January 25-29: There will be no instruction for PreK-5, Early
Childhood Special Education (ECSE), or Special Education
Federal IV programs while teachers prepare to transition

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033418&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
http://spps.org/reopen
https://www.spps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=16668&ModuleInstanceID=125552&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=122718&PageID=39690
http://spps.org/reopen
https://s.smore.com/u/59096c2c28430260728cc0e1a8f3ee65.jpeg


February 1: PreK-2/3(Only students assigned to 3rd grade Ms.
Hitchen's class), ECSE, and Federal IV programs begin full-
time in-person learning.

PK – Ms. Andrea Sparks – Science
K – Ms. Lisa Webster – Science
K/1st – Ms. Kathleen Devaney - Science
Pk/K – Ms. Amanda Dachel - Montessori
Pk/K- Ms. Michelle Lachowitzer - Montessori
Pk/K – Ms. Anni Wente – Montessori
1st -Ms. Adriene Horton – Montessori
1st/2nd – Ms. Kristina Asleben - Science
2nd – Mr. Dana Haberman - Montessori
2nd/3rd – Ms. Kristen Hitchens - Science

February 1: PreK -5 All Virtual Learning School (VLS) students
will begin learning with the following teachers:

Pk/K – Ms. Cassie Heeringa - Montessori
Pk/K- Ms. Nicole Lundy - Montessori
K/1 – Ms. Sheila Kanniainen - Science
1,2,&3rd - Ms. Michelle Anderson - Montessori
1,2,& 3rd – Ms. Melissa Green - Montessori
2nd/3rd – Ms. Giselle Spears – Science
3rd,4th & 5th – Ms. Chanel Sasse – Montessori
4th/5th - Ms. April Whiteis – Science
Ms. Brita Eckman - ELL Specialist for Montessori &
Science

February 1 Distance Learning and then Monday, March 8 In-
Person Learning for the following grades: 

3rd Grade – Ms. Vanessa Thompson - Science
3rd/4th Grade – Ms. Amanda Fraley - Montessori
4th Grade – Mr. Casey Gregor - Science
4th/5th Grade – Ms. Anna Gustafson - Montessori

February 1: PreK -5 All Virtual Learning School (VLS) &
In-Person Specialists:

Ms. Melissa Lamm – Physical Education
Ms. Marni Oberpriller - Art
Mr. Jeff Kohoutek - Engineering
Mr. Duy Nguyen – Technology

February 1: PreK -5 All Virtual Learning School (VLS) &
In-Person Special Education Specialists:

Ms. Katherine Klotzbach -Speech
Ms. Cassie Flaten – Occupational Therapy
Mr. Joseph Bredice – Academic & Behavioral
Services



Ms. Julie Porath – Social Work
Ms. Jessica Teich – Academic & Behavioral
Services
Ms. Terri Jarrosh – Health/Nurse

February 1: PreK -5 In-Person ELL Specialists for
Montessori & Science:

Ms. Karen Christenson
Ms. Patsy Lee
Ms. Lori Thomas-Williams

February 1: PreK -5 All Virtual Learning School (VLS) &
In-Person School Counselors:

Ms. Jullone Glad - Science
Ms. Kate Hanten - Montessori

Changes to Family Access at School
Students must be dropped off outside school building
entrances. Students cannot be escorted by family members
to their classrooms or anywhere else inside the building. In
addition, families will not be allowed to have lunch, observe a
class, volunteer, or engage in any other activities in school
buildings. Please review the NEW Drop-Off & Pick-Up System.

Transportation
Please look for a postcard that was mailed this past week
with bus route information. Students will have assigned seats
on buses to ensure the spacing and assist with contact
tracing. Face coverings are required for all K-12 students and
bus drivers.

Health Screening
Families should conduct a health screening every morning
before sending their student to school or the bus stop. School
staff will also monitor for symptoms throughout the school
day. If your child is exhibiting any COVID-19 symptoms, do
not send them to school. Please report the absence and
submit a report to the COVID-19 Reporting System as soon
as possible.

iPads and Learning Format
Seesaw and Schoology will continue to be used for sharing
and collecting schoolwork, in addition to direct instruction
and learning support for students learning in person. Students
will be expected to bring their iPads home each day, charge
them overnight and bring them back to school the next day.

https://www.spps.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=16668&ModuleInstanceID=125552&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=122902&PageID=39690
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5llE4W4qB8KvMiL7_D8KwarVyVCh1Gy/view?usp=sharing
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/16668/HealthScreeningPoster_Final.pdf
https://commedspps.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9G0WvcJlWfuqwlL


Review the Student and Family checklist for iPads at
spps.org/distancelearning.

Social Distancing
In line with the Minnesota Safe Learning Plan, we will work to
provide 3 feet or more of spacing where possible between
students. Students will be assigned to small groups that stay
together as much as possible throughout the day (e.g., during
lunch, bathroom breaks, arrival and dismissal, free periods,
recess). It’s important to understand that students and staff
may have short, closer interactions during the school day.

Isolating Sick Students
Students who become sick during the school day will be
isolated (under supervision) until they can be picked up. It is
important that sick students are picked up as soon as
possible to limit the risk to other students and staff.

Contact Tracing
SPPS follows the Minnesota Department of Health Decision
Tree every time a student, staff member, or visitor submits a
report to the COVID-19 Reporting System. In general, only
close contacts will be noti�ed with action steps. If multiple
cases are reported within a classroom or building, the whole
class or school may be quarantined. Quarantined students
and staff will shift to distance learning until they are cleared
to return.

Please always know that I can be reached for any further
questions or concerns at 651.503.1098. In addition, you can
call us at Crossroads School, 651.767.8540.

Respectfully,

Melisa

NEW Drop Off & Pick-Up System
Students must be dropped off outside school entrances. Students cannot be escorted by
family members to their classrooms or anywhere else inside the building. In addition, families
will not be allowed to have lunch, observe a class, volunteer, or engage in any other activities
in school buildings.

https://www.spps.org/distancelearning
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
https://commedspps.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9G0WvcJlWfuqwlL
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5llE4W4qB8KvMiL7_D8KwarVyVCh1Gy/view?usp=sharing


Crossroads PTA - School Uniforms Guidelines

Click Here to view Safe Learning Plan from MDE

#1 In-Person & VLS Information
Session for Crossroads Families
When

Tuesday, Jan. 26th, 9-10am
Where

This is an online event.
More information
Zoom Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/91675416847

pdf
PTA Uniform Guidelines1.pdf
Please Open to view colors and information

Download
2.3 MB

#2 In-Person & VLS Information
Session for Crossroads Families
When

Wednesday, Jan. 27th, 12-1pm
Where

This is an online event.
More information
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91797286958?
pwd=SE4zN0FGbnhRVWdVSnNVckk5b0xEZz09

Meeting ID: 917 9728 6958
Passcode: InfoMtg2

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qvMlITInPJFmwCcuRW1bjJjqWdrmqGkx8VX7Fd365oA/edit?usp=sharing
https://zoom.us/j/91675416847
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/6005eb5fd7ff02cf11cd7c07
https://zoom.us/j/91797286958?pwd=SE4zN0FGbnhRVWdVSnNVckk5b0xEZz09


Click to view the Crossroads Calendar 2020-2021

#3 In-Person & VLS Information
Session for Crossroads Families
When

Thursday, Jan. 28th, 8-9pm
Where

This is an online event.
More information
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/99427541653?
pwd=aU1BREVQekhMTE8yVDBqb2Q5Z2VCdz09

Meeting ID: 994 2754 1653
Passcode: InfoMtg3

Supports for Families

Districtwide Parent Help Line 651-767-8347 or email
family.engagement@spps.org.
Technology Help Desk 651-603-4348, email
familysupport@spps.org
Technology tutorials, other online support
spps.org/distancelearning available to all, any time, with
workshops provided for families
Child Care Resources

Child Care Aware referral line at 1.888.291.9811
Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota’s Bridge to
Bene�ts screening tool
MN Dept of Human Services Child Care Assistance

https://www.spps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=188&dataid=109602&FileName=2020-2021%20Year%20Round%20calendar.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/99427541653?pwd=aU1BREVQekhMTE8yVDBqb2Q5Z2VCdz09
mailto:family.engagement@spps.org
mailto:familysupport@spps.org
https://www.spps.org/distancelearning
http://mn.bridgetobenefits.org/Home2
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/children-and-families/economic-assistance/child-care/
https://s.smore.com/u/5883f9c6b693dcf54aacfc6b03d3cbee.jpeg


@crossroads_spps

Melisa Rivera

Please let us know how we can support your child and your
family during this time.

543 Front Avenue, Saint Paul, … melisa.rivera@spps.org

651-503-1098 crossroads.spps.org

http://www.twitter.com/@crossroads_spps
https://s.smore.com/u/125d513432b9956a4d1873d98f157a88.jpg
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=543%20Front%20Avenue%2C%20Saint%20Paul%2C%20MN%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:melisa.rivera@spps.org
tel:651-503-1098
http://crossroads.spps.org/

