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p. 1 - 8 School 
Announcements 

Upcoming Events 

Jan. 15 NO SCHOOL - Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan. 22 PTO Meeting 6 PM 

Jan. 26 NO SCHOOL 

The Capitol Hill Spring 
Carnival has been changed 
from April 20th to April 27th. 
The event will take place from 
5:30-8pm.

CAPITOL HILL HEADLINER 

Lost and Found Slides 

Please check frequently:

updated several times each week

Enrichment Clusters is an opportunity for students in grades 1-5 to 
participate in real-world, interest-based, student-driven 
learning experiences.  Clusters run from Wednesday, January 10 
until Wednesday February 28 from 1:20-2:35.  Enrichment Clusters 
will finish off with the evening of Doing Good Together hosted at 
Capitol Hill where we can share our exciting products/services that 
were created over those eight weeks.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PJuzdwMkEOiy9ROMwgFSKt0WFrTO8GMrlA-211BExiM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PJuzdwMkEOiy9ROMwgFSKt0WFrTO8GMrlA-211BExiM/edit?usp=sharing
http://capitolhill.spps.org
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Quotes about Enrichment Clusters from students:

“It was the best day of my life!  I made some really cool Lego things!”

“I loved it!  I loved making iMovies! And it's student directed!”

“It was perfect!  We did funny stuff and acted out stuff !”

“We learned about bird houses and seed bombs!”

“We made paper robots and we got to take them home!”

“We learned about this dog that has a bus pass and gets to ride a bus!  It 
even knows what stop it gets off at for the dog park!  His name is 
Eclipse.”

“We made robots that could stand up!”

“I loved EC! I got to paint flags, flowers and pictures!”

“I got to touch puppies!”

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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CAPITOL HILL FAMILIES:

HAVE YOU BEEN DREAMING OF MAKING A DIFFERENCE?

SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 5:30pm-8:00pm

Please join us for Capitol Hill's annual Doing Good Together event. Doing Good Together is a family 
service fair that features a series of stations that families cycle through, with each station producing a 
different good that is then donated to specific in-need organizations. We will be making toys for 
shelter animals, "bags of hope" for Union Gospel Mission, seed packets for pollination, sandwiches for 
the Dorothy Day Center, and more! It's fun, and instills a sense of social responsibility, an invaluable 
gift to our children. This year's event will be in conjunction with the February PTO meeting, and 
dinner will be provided.

Volunteers are still needed! We can use people for set-up and take-down, running stations, and helping 
at stations.

If you are interested in volunteering at this event, please contact Allison Golnik: 
allison.golnik@gmail.com

We hope to see you on February 27th!

The Doing Good Together Team,

Abby Heuckendorf, Allison Golnik, and Kristi Chan

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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France/Spain Spring Break 2019 Update 
There are presently only 4 slots open for this trip. 
7th graders taking French or Spanish this school 
year or 6th graders who intend to take either 
language next school year are eligible to sign up. 
The program fee is divided into manageable 
monthly payments ending 30 days prior to 
departure. Please email Mme Steffy for more details 
and/or sign up information: mary.steffy@spps.org

Attention CAST of Disney's High School Musical:
If you turned in your orange EDL form to Ms 
Schibel on time, you are part of the cast of our 
school play.  You should have received an email 
invite to join our Schoology group.  If you haven't, 
email Ms Schibel right away.  When you go to the 
Schoology group, you need to sign up for an 
audition date AND sign the audition form/behavior 
form.  COPIES OF THESE FORMS ARE 
AVAILABLE IN MS SCHIBEL’S CLASSROOM 
ALSO.

Any questions should be asked directly to Ms 
Schibel.  Lisa.schibel@spps.org in room 2223.

Thank you for supporting the arts in OUR public 
schools!

6th graders organizing their essays in ELA.

Hello Capitol Hill Parents and Families, 

We hope that you and your family are having a wonderful start to the New Year! The Social-Emotional Learning 
(SEL) domain for January and February is Relationship Skills. As adults we know from experience that the 
ability to maintain healthy relationships contributes greatly to our overall success and happiness.  We live in a 
diverse society with as many different perspectives as there are people.  Navigating different types of 
relationships with peers and adults requires many skills that intertwine with and build upon our own self-
awareness and self-management.

The Relationship Skills that we will focus on include effective communication, perspective taking,conflict 
resolution, working together toward common goals, and recognizing and navigating positive and negative social 
peer pressures.

For tips and ideas on how to support your child in developing healthy, positive Relationship Skills that align 
with your child’s age and developmental growth, explore this link www.parenttoolkit.com .  Please also take any 
opportunity that arises in your daily family life to explore and discuss the complex and important world of 
relationships.

Thank you for your support.

SEL Team: Lori Sundelius, Regina Wehner, Jo Skaar, Lisa Larson, Grace Raymond

mailto:mary.steffy@spps.org
http://capitolhill.spps.org
mailto:mary.steffy@spps.org
http://www.parenttoolkit.com
http://www.parenttoolkit.com
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A team representing Capitol Hill GT Magnet achieved Highest Honors in the recent WordMasters 
Challenge™—a national vocabulary competition involving nearly 150,000 students annually. The eighth grade 
team scored an impressive 175 points out of a possible 200 in the first of three meets this year, placing eighth 
in the nation. The students were coached in preparation for the WordMasters Challenge™ by Ms. Alexandra 
Hawksford.

Competing in the very difficult Gold Division of the WordMasters Challenge™, students from Capitol Hill 
GT Magnet who achieved outstanding results in the meet include fourth grader Audrey King and eighth 
graders Iris Steiner-Manning and Tiffanie Tran.

The WordMasters Challenge™ is an exercise in critical thinking that first encourages students to become 
familiar with a set of interesting new words (considerably harder than grade level), and then challenges them 
to use those words to complete analogies expressing various kinds of logical relationships. Working to solve 
the analogies helps students learn to think both analytically and metaphorically. Although most vocabulary 
enrichment and analogy-solving programs are designed for use by high school students, WordMasters 
Challenge™ materials have been specifically created for younger students in grades three through eight. They 
are particularly well suited for children who are motivated by the challenge of learning new words and enjoy 
the logical puzzles posed by analogies.

The WordMasters Challenge™ program is administered by a company based in Indianapolis, Indiana, which 
is dedicated to inspiring high achievement in American schools. Further information is available at the 
company’s website: www.wordmasterschallenge.com.

Second graders from Ms. Drake's class enjoy eating 
Soil with visiting guest teacher Michele McGill, the 
brother of Mr. McGill, and World Famous French 
Soil restaurateur.  Monsieur McGill brought his 
signature delicious soil all the way from the fields 
outside Paris. It featured Lorna Doone sand and 
pebbles, Nestles chocolate silt, bread sticks, 
hummus humus, and Jolly Rancher minerals.

http://www.wordmasterschallenge.com
http://www.wordmasterschallenge.com
http://capitolhill.spps.org
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2018 History Day Judges Needed -  Feb. 15 & 16 

We are in need of judges for History Day 2018. If you know of any judges that would be willing to come in 
during our Capitol Hill Competition on Thursday, February 15 and Friday, February 16, we could use a lot of 
help! If you can help us, we'd greatly appreciate it!

Click here to Sign up to judge or scan

Thursday, February 15 - 9:00am - 3:00pm (There are three 2-hour shifts) These judges would not have 
any communication with students. Judges will help us narrow down how many "Capitol Hill Finalists" will be 
selected in each category. For example, we will probably select 16-20 "Exhibit Finalists" who will be 
interviewed on Friday in a competition for the 8 available spots.

Thursday, February 15 - 5:00pm - 7:30pm A schedule will be made of all individual and group 
performances in advance, so performers know when they will have to be at school. They will only be receiving 
one judging session.

Friday, February 16 - 8:45am - 3:00pm (Again, there are three 2-Hour shifts) These judges will conduct 
short interviews with students to better understand projects

* Judges will receive a very brief " what to look for"  training and a deeper explanation of the judges criteria 
when they arrive.

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES:
Any middle school student that would like to change an elective class for 2nd semester must fill out a Change 
of Class Form.  The forms can be found on Ms. Wehner's door, at the top of the green stairs.  There is no 
guarantee the change can be made, changes are based on class size and availability.  Forms MUST be returned 
to Ms. Wehner by the end of the day on Wednesday Jan. 17th or no changes will be made.

Students' schedules for next semester can be viewed on Parent Portal or Student Portal.  Students can access 
their student portal account using their active directory username and login, www.spps.org/ONESTOP.

http://www.spps.org/ONESTOP
http://www.spps.org/ONESTOP
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScg-VsuAKPbX3BVS8ieAY_BFQqKzhkWGhLqj58ytKBYn7-apg/viewform
http://capitolhill.spps.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScg-VsuAKPbX3BVS8ieAY_BFQqKzhkWGhLqj58ytKBYn7-apg/viewform
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Hello Parents and Families of 8th Graders,

We are in the midst of high school choice, and I wanted to share some information regarding upcoming 
events and the priority deadline for choosing a high school for your child to attend next year.

Highland Park Senior High School (HPSH) is the district assigned high school for students who attend 
Capitol Hill.  If you would like your student to attend HPSH, you do not need to fill out the school 
choice application. Your student will automatically be enrolled at Highland for the 2018- 2019 school 
year. 

The school choice priority deadline for the district is Friday, February 23, 2018. This means that by 
Friday, February 23, 2018 you should visit the Placement Center website apply.spps.org to select a high 
school for next year if your first choice is a school other than Highland Park Senior High School 
(HPSH). Please note that if your child gets into the high school selected as his or her first choice, he or 
she will no longer have a seat reserved at HPSH.

Below are the showcase dates for SPPS high schools.  These events are excellent opportunities to see 
the school, meet with teachers in each department, explore clubs and activities, connect with the 
athletic director, speak with counselors and administrators, and get a feel for the spirit of the school. 

Central Senior High February 7, 2018 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Como Park Senior High January 18, 2018 5:30 - 7:00 pm

Creative Arts Secondary January 25, 2018 6:00 - 7:30 pm

Gordon Parks High School March 6, 2018 4:00 - 7:00 pm

Harding High School January 22, 2018 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Highland Park High School January 18, 2018 6:00 - 8:00 pm

Humboldt High School February 15, 2018 5:30 - 7:00 pm

Johnson High School February 8, 2018 6:00 - 8:30 pm

LEAP High School February 25, 2018 3:00 - 6:00 pm

Open World Learning January 11, 2018 6:30 - 8:00 pm

Washington Technology January 25, 2018 6:00 - 7:00 pm

Please contact me with any questions or concerns about high school or high school choice.

Johanna Skaar

Counselor - High School Transition

johanna.skaar@spps.org

651-744-3668

http://capitolhill.spps.org
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Deadline information for the Portfolio Process regarding students 
NOT at Capitol Hill 

The Portfolio submission deadline is Friday, January 19.

Here is the district link regarding the GT portfolio: SPPS Portfolio

Other Questions: Contact information at www.tdas.spps.org

7th graders in Ms Schibel's and 
Ms Hebble's English classes 
have been debating since 
reading S.E. Hinton's The 
Outsiders.  They will cap off the 
semester with an essay stating 
who they blame for Bob's 
death or who they think is the 
most heroic character in the 
book.  Following this they will 
watch the classic hit movie The 
Outsiders as a class.  Savvy?

https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/11060/Overview%20of%20Portfolio%20Process.pdf
http://www.tdas.spps.org
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/11060/Overview%20of%20Portfolio%20Process.pdf
http://www.tdas.spps.org
http://capitolhill.spps.org


Issue 25 January 12, 2018

capitolhill.spps.org Capitol Hill Office 651-325-2500 �9

http://capitolhill.spps.org

