
Dear Highland Park Families:

If you ask your child what his or her favorite time 
of the day is, you’re likely to hear “RECESS!!” Every
class has recess for at least 20 minutes every day. 
We still don’t have grounds for playing ball or tag, 
but we have equipment, and lots of it. Our new 
playground is one of the best in the city.  It’s got 
equipment for climbing, spinning, swinging, balancing, 
and sliding.
 

Our new playground has been a great source of pride
and, unfortunately, a source of injury. With all of the new
equipment out there, we’re all still learning the ropes -  
literally – and doing all that we can to make sure our kids 
are staying safe while having fun. We have very tall pieces of equipment that allow students 
to climb up ropes to a height of about 10 feet off the ground. We also have a piece of 
equipment that is very low to the ground and challenges students to stand and balance 
themselves as if they were on a surfboard. We have swings that tempt students to swing to 
and jump from various heights, and monkey bars that require quite a bit of strength to 
conquer.
 

The playground is a really fun place to expend energy as long as everyone knows and 
respects their limits. Jumping off swings, standing too close to swings, climbing too high, and 
just trying out new equipment has resulted in bumps, bruises, and yes, unfortunately stitches 
and casts. We want students to explore, take risks, test their skills, and have fun. We, as 
staff, have been watching the kids play, and while we don’t want to stifle their enthusiasm for 
adventure, we are still figuring out where to balance the fun with rules. Our basic rules 
include: only going down the slide, no more than four kids on the big swing, no climbing on 
the poles that hold up the equipment, and respectfully taking turns on the equipment.
 

No parent wants to be called due to injury, but on the playground, bumps happen.  We will 
continue to go outside for recess every day unless it is raining or below zero. Students are 
expected to participate in recess every day. To help keep students safe, warm, and happy 
outside this winter, it would be helpful for children to wear boots that fit well and mittens or 
gloves with non-slip, “grippy” palms.
 

The rest of the construction is progressing; albeit, a lot slower than we expected. We are 
hoping to have the new gymnasium right after winter break. In the meantime, physical 
education classes are being held outside, so once again, if your child has phy ed, he/she will 
need to be warmly dressed. If your child cannot participate in recess and/or phy ed on any 
given day, please send a doctor’s note explaining the reason. Otherwise, students will be 
outside unless it is raining or the temperature is below zero.
 

We’re very thankful for all the new facilities we are getting, and are looking forward to having 
all that space!
 

Happy Thanksgiving,
Nancy Flynn, Principal

November 2017 GlobeCalendar of Events

Nov.
 9  PICTURE RETAKE DAY!
  & Fall Pick-up Day for Club’s 
Choice 4:00-6:00 PM
 

13   PTA Meeting 6-7:30 PM in the 
former Library, Rm 1303 Childcare 
in the Cafeteria

14    Evening Conf. 4:30-7:30 PM

16    Evening Conf. 4:30-7:30 PM

17   NO SCHOOL – Daytime  
Conferences 7:30-11:30 AM
 

23-24  NO SCHOOL – 
Thanksgiving Break

 29  Fundraiser Limo Ride (for 
students who reached the required level of sales)

Dec.
 1  MOVIE NIGHT!  Will be held at 
at Highland Middle School Gym 
6:00-8:00 PM
 

11  PTA Meeting 6-7:30 PM in the 
former Library, Rm 1303 Childcare 
in the Cafeteria

15  All School “JA Day” Junior 
Achievement Day/Cretin 9:30-2:30

22  NO SCHOOL – First day of 
Winter Break 
 

Jan. 2018
 3   Wednesday, Jan 3rd - 
Everyone is back in School!
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Hello, Highland Park Elementary families and friends,
 
The HPE Fall Festival, moved to the Highland Park Community Center, was a highly attended event this past 
month with families enjoying the activities and catching up with friends.   Students were lining up to try the blender 
bike, take a pic in the photo booth, play carnival games, get a balloon creation, have their hair sprayed with crazy 
colors, get a tattoo or their face painted and most of all, get their nails done!  Thanks to Mr. Seth for working the 
nail booth all evening and sharing his paint and expertise!  A big thank you to Dominos on Snelling, Trader Joes, 
Richfield Halloween Express, Cooper Foods, and Target Express for their donations and discounts.  A big thank 
you to HPE families for donating treats for the snack track, suckers for the sucker pull and volunteering at the 
festival.  Lastly, thank you to Lolly McNeely Salmen of Coldwell Banker Burnet for sponsoring the Photo Booth and 
Balloon Artist. 
 
This month we have an opportunity to say thank you to HPE staff for all their hard work this fall and at 
conferences—by donating an item for the Teacher Conference Potluck, Tuesday, November 14th.  An email 
with the signup.com link for the teacher conference potluck will be sent out this week.  Please consider signing up 
to bring in a main dish, side, drink, dessert or other item on the list.   If you don’t have time to make/buy something 
for the potluck, cash donations are also accepted.  The HPE staff and teachers greatly appreciate the annual 
potluck, so they can have a bit of dinner before an evening of conferences.
 
Huge thanks to everyone who brought Boxtops to the Fall Festival! Together we raised $214 for our school, to 
help pay for field trips, artists in residence, school supplies, special events and more!  After winter break, we'll 
have a "Battle of the Boxtops" to see which class can collect the most. Keep collecting those Boxtops!  Put out a 
container for Boxtops at your workplace!
 
Fall Fundraising, which includes Equal Exchange, Club’s Choice, Chinook Book and Direct Donations, raised 
$5554.  Thank you to all the families who participated in the sales or gave donations!  Unfortunately, this total is 
around $3000 less than last year.  We made cuts to our budget this year and will need continue to do so unless 
we find other funding.  If you are interested in being on a Fundraising Committee which would meet to discuss 
current fundraisers and new options, please contact Kris Beedle at highlandparkel.fundraising@gmail.com.
 
Fundraising Pick-up will be on Thursday, November 9th from 4 to 6 PM in the Chinese classroom, #2005, 
which is right next to the office.  Anything not picked up at that time, has to be returned to the company as 
we have no room for storage!  Thank you for your help and support!
 
Upcoming PTA events:
 
PTA meeting: Monday, November 13th at 6pm
Fundraiser Pick-up:  Thursday, November 9th from 4:00 to 6:00 pm
Teacher Conference Potluck: Tuesday, November 14th
Movie Night: Friday, December 1st 6-8pm in the Highland Park Middle School Gym*(note new location!)
 
Warmly,
 
Tarah Koch, PTA President
Highlandparkel.pta@gmail.com
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Chinese Class
Dear Families,

As you may already know, this year all specialists have moved into a 
10-day rotation. It has been fun and exciting to see the students retain a 
lot more Chinese during this new schedule. This year, because of the 
new schedule, I would like the students to continue to practice what they 
have learned in class at home or anywhere outside of the classroom. 
They will be receiving homework from me. The homework assignments 
will be easy assignments such as reviewing and practicing their 
flashcards or working on a worksheet. 

One way you as a parent can help your child or children at home is to 
help them learn how to spell the words in Pinyin (Chinese words in 
English Romanization) and/or write the Chinese characters (3rd-5th 
grade students). When students learn how to write Chinese characters 
they need to write them in stroke order, meaning that they need to 
follow steps for each word they write. Please help your child out when 
they write the characters and make sure that they label each step. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at 
joanne.cellura@spps.org or call me at school. Thank you for your 
support. Xiexie!

Joanne Cellura

EDL Afterschool 
Program News for 2017

Band Students:  Remember to bring your band instruments on Monday 
& Wednesdays.

There is NO EDL on Wednesday, November 22nd.  That is the day 
before Thanksgiving!

If you have any questions about the EDL program, please contact one 
of the following staff members:

Courtney Schluender, Email:  courtney.schluender@spps.org or phone:  
651-744-6034

Joanne Cellura, Email:  joanne.cellura@spps.org or phone: 
651-744-2597

Donna Yu, Email:  donna.yu@spps.org or phone 651-744-2541

Parent Pick-up
& Drop-off

IMPORTANT BUS INFORMATION

MySPPS App
Stay up to date on what’s happening in Saint 
Paul Public Schools with the new MySPPS app.  
Follow your school’s news, school bus status, 
view sports schedules, and much more.  Just 
search “MySPPS” and download the new 
MySPPS app from Google Play and the Apple 
App Store.

If after you’ve checked this, you are still looking 
for your child’s school bus, the phone number for 
SPPS Transportation Dept. is 651-696-9600.  

Do Not Drop off or Pick up on Rome.  Rome is for Bus 
Traffic ONLY!  Please help us keep your child safe!
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Winter Weather Gear 
 

Please make sure your child is appropriately dressed for the weather, especially 
with HATS & MITTENS!!
 
All Students go out for recess everyday and need to be dressed appropriately so 
that they can enjoy their time outside.  Without a doctor’s note, every child will go 
outside for recess and/or Phy. Ed.   

 
St. Paul Public School District’s Winter Weather Plan for 2017-18 is available on the the district website:  

www.spps.org.  Go under Schools and down to Winter Weather.

It was great to see so many HPE families at the Fall Festival in October.  We have additional activities planned at 
HPE in the upcoming months.  Please save the dates and consider participating in these family involvement 
opportunities.
 
PTA Meeting - Monday, November 13 from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in Room 1303.  Free childcare is available.  Attending 
PTA meetings provides parents/guardians the chance to learn more about what is going on at Highland Park 
Elementary.  Meetings also provide an excellent forum to share your thoughts on what we can do to make HPE 
even better.  Your voice matters and the PTA would like to hear from more parents/guardians.
 
Parent Teacher Conferences - November 14, 16 and 17
Conferences are a great opportunity to form a partnership with your child’s teacher to work together to ensure your 
student is a successful learner.  This is also an excellent time to ask questions about learning expectations, find out 
more about how your child is progressing, and develop goals and a plan for working towards achieving those goals.  
Highland Park Elementary encourages child-led conferences, so please plan on bringing your child with you to their 
conference.
 
Movie Night – Friday, December 1 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
HPE families are invited to join other families for a free, family-friendly movie.  Due to construction, the movie will be 
held in the Highland Park Middle School Gym (975 Snelling Avenue S.)  Park in the lot off of Montreal Avenue and 
enter the school through Door 20 on the west side of the building.   
 

Other Important Information:

Fall Picture Retake Day is Thursday, November 9   
·      For students who missed the October picture day: retake picture order forms are available in the main office.  
You can also order online at mylifetouch.com using the following Picture Day ID: MI197096Y1
·      For students who were photographed in October: students should bring their original picture package with them 
to give to the photographer on retake day.
 
 
 
 

Kara Kipfmueller, Parent Liaison
kara.kipfmueller@spps.org


