
Any act of bullying, by either an individual or a 
group, is prohibited by Saint Paul Public Schools. 
Behavior at the bus stop and on the bus must:

BE RESPECTFUL
•	 Ride quietly
•	 Be considerate of other people and their 

belongings
•	 Use appropriate language

BE RESPONSIBLE
•	 Arrive at the bus stop on time
•	 Stand on the sidewalk, not in the street, while 

waiting
•	 Follow safety rules
•	 Stay in your seat on the bus

BE ENGAGED IN LEARNING
•	 Know the rules and follow them
•	 Listen and follow the bus driver’s directions
•	 Be a role model for younger riders

BE CAREFUL GETTING ON 
AND OFF THE BUS!

It’s exciting to go to school—and to get home. Kids 
need to be extra careful getting on and off the bus.

Students who cross the street after exiting the bus 
must wait for a signal from the bus driver. Walking 10 
feet in front of the bus bumper will keep kids out of 
the danger zone surrounding the bus. The bus driver 
needs to be able to see students at all times!

SCHOOL BUS DANGER ZONES

STUDENT CROSSING GATE

All Saint Paul school buses are equipped with a 
student crossing gate. This device extends from 
the bumper of the bus when the entrance door is 
opened during student pickups and dropoffs. •

RULES FOR THE 
RIDE
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STAY SAFE BY FOLLOWING 
THESE RULES:

LEAVE THE DRIVING TO US
Saint Paul Public Schools is proud to provide bus 
transportation to and from school for the majority 
of our students. Young people who arrive at school 
safely and on time are ready to learn.

All SPPS students in kindergarten through tenth 
grade receive school bus safety training during the 
first	weeks	of	school	and	throughout	the	school	year.	
To keep the bus safe for everyone, students also 
need to know and follow the rules – they can make 
all the difference between getting to school safely 
and getting hurt.

1 Keep the bus on schedule - be at the 
bus	stop	five	minutes	early.

2 Obey the driver.

3 Keep your head, arms and hands  
inside the bus at all times.

4 Remain seated for your safety. Standing 
is not allowed.

5 Be courteous. No swearing or bad words.

6 Work together to keep your bus clean 
and safe.

7 Animals are not allowed on the bus.

9 Keep the noise level down.

10 Don’t eat or drink on the bus.

11 When crossing the street near the bus, 
wait for directions from the bus driver 
and walk 10 feet in front of the bus.

Bus drivers will report students who disobey bus 
rules to their school principals. Violations have 
consequences, including the loss of bus-riding 
privileges.

For a list of unacceptable behaviors and their 
consequences, see transportation.spps.org/
UNACCEPTABLE_STUDENT_CONDUCT. 

If you have questions or concerns about school bus 
conduct, please contact your school.

PARENTS AND GUARDIANS: 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

Help your students understand the important role 
they play in making each day’s school bus rides 
friendly and safe. Spend time talking with them 
about the rules, and encourage them to ask 
questions about anything they may not understand.
Keep in mind that parents and guardians share 
responsibility for their children’s conduct when they 
are on the bus or at bus stops. Students involved in 
serious or repeated incidents will not be permitted to 
ride the bus. 

Please note that older siblings or adult family 
members/guardians are not permitted to enter the 
school bus at any time. If you need to speak to your 
student or the driver, please ask the individual(s) to 
join you at a safe location outside the bus.

8 Dangerous objects are not allowed on 
the bus.


