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Welcome to middle school!  This year, 6th-grade English/Language Arts will be taught as two 
separate classes: Reading & Writing Workshops. I will teach Writing Workshop, while Mrs. Krisetya 
will teach Reading Workshop. While the two classes will be taught & graded separately, the work we 
do in each will go hand-in-hand. Here’s a brief look at our Writing units of study this year:  
 

Quarter 1.  
A sense of 
self 
    

Narrative Writing: Identity Poems, Personal Narratives 
BIG QUESTION: What are the habits & strategies of successful 
writers, and how can I use them to tell my stories with grace & 
power? 

Quarter 2. 
A sense of   
purpose    

Information Writing: Information books, Research, Speeches  
BIG QUESTION: What are the habits & strategies of successful 
information writers & researchers, and how can I use them to 
understand, evaluate, and present my learning? 

Quarter 3.  
A sense of 
power 

Argument Writing: Opinions, Reviews, Literary essays 
BIG QUESTION: What are the habits & strategies of successful 
argument-writers, and how can I use them to express and 
explain my ideas? 

Quarter 4. 
A sense of 
imagination 
 

Creative Writing: Poetry, Fantasy fiction 
BIG QUESTION:  What are the habits & strategies of poets & 
fantasy-writers, and how can I use them to express my ideas 
creatively? 

 
The Workshop Model: St. Paul Public Schools embrace the workshop model in 
middle school Language Arts classes.  That means we blend time, student 
choice, response/feedback, and expert instruction to learn & practice the 
habits of expert readers & writers.  Students will use the writing process to 
write narrative, informational (expository), and argument texts.  In-building class 
periods are commonly structured to begin with a short mini-lesson; provide 
ample work time for independent student practice, small-group work, and 1-on-1 
conferences with teachers; and end with sharing to build a true literary community in the 
classroom.  
 
Distance Learning 2.0: As we begin our year in Distance Learning, schedules and routines may 
shift or change across the year. During Distance Learning 2.0, most Writing Workshop mini-lessons 
will be provided asynchronously as video-recordings. This gives students the opportunity to watch, 

pause, & re-watch lessons, as needed.  Synchronous, in-person meetings will be mostly 
be used for small-group work and 1-on-1 conferences, community-building, and sharing.  
Teachers are available for support daily, too.  Families & students are encouraged to 
send an e-mail to ask a question or request a face-to-face Google Meet session.  



 
Arts Integration: Writing Workshop, as with all other courses at Global Arts Plus, 
asks 6th-grade students to learn in and through the arts.  This class will focus on 
literary arts, but other artforms will also be explored. The sixth-grade residency 
with photographer Wing Young Huie also happens within Writing Workshop. 
 

 
 
Daily writing: To improve their skills in writing, 6th-graders will be writing daily.  
This will include writing in a variety of genres, completing reading responses, 
participating in partnerships and small groups, giving speeches, strengthening 
academic vocabulary, using the writing process, and maintaining a Writer’s 
Notebook.  To support this work, students will need: 

- a notebook (composition notebooks preferred) dedicated to 
Writing Workshop 

- folder 
- pencil or pen (blue/blank ink only) 
- iPad 
- planner 

 
 
 
Behavior:  As a teacher, I expect sixth-grade students to come prepared, try their 
best, & be involved in their learning. There may be times in this process that 
students will become distracted, distract others, or be otherwise off-task. My 
intention during these situations is to help students regain their self-control & re-
engage. I will contact parents/guardians if I have specific concerns or questions. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions & concerns!   

 
 
 
Grading: This class assigns letter grades using an ABCDN scale.  60% of the grade 
is based on summative tasks like projects, essays, presentations, and tests; 40% of 
the grade is based on formative work like practice, process, and classwork. Final 
grade scale:  A = 90-100%, B = 80-89%, C = 70-79%, D = 60-69%, N = Below 59%. In 
general students who earn grades in the B-range are MEETING 6th-GRADE 
STANDARDS in Writing.  (Students earning grades in the A-range are working toward 
7th-grade standards.)  
 
 
 

Co-taught courses:  I am thrilled to be co-teaching alongside the amazing 
Ms. Gracie Young (EL). You may contact Ms. Young by e-mail ‒ 
charlotte.young@spps.org -- or you may call the school at 651-293-8690. I 
will also be co-teaching with the outstanding Mr. Brian Blakely (SpEd) this 
year. You may contact Mr. Blakely by e-mail ‒ brian.blakely@spps.org ‒ or 
you may call him through Google Voice 612-460-7759. 

 



 


