
PAC Meeting Minutes 
December 7, 2020 
 
Adrian spun up some Holiday music for us from 6:30-7:00.  
Sunny Kase opened the meeting by welcoming many new/first time parents and staff (there 
appear to be at least 12-15). Number of Zoom participants: there were a maximum of 41 people 
on the call; most often in 33-34 range. 
 
IRG: Mariana Morgan-Sawyer from Irreducible Grace Foundation opened with the importance of 
connection and reflection--and the power of storytelling in this time of year. She shared 5 writing 
prompts (I am, I come from, when you look at me you see, what you don’t see, I take care of 
myself by) and her responses to them. Matt Jarvi acknowledged the power of community to 
change racist systems and led us thru a breathing excercise. Tearra led a breathing exercise 
and talked about the importance of meaningful exchange that IGF has helped her share 
with/teach others. 
 
Sunny took care of some housekeeping. We have a full agenda tonight! 
 
Celebration of Thanks: 
 
GiveMN: PAC wrapped up its largest fundraiser of the year in November via Give to the Max 
Day/GiveMN. Central HS PAC raised a total amount of $45,213. We received 264 donations via 
GiveMN site and 43 donations via PayPal or other direct donations (⅔ of all donors were new 
donors). Sunny gave a deep thanks to Valerie Castile for her 10K match. Central PAC came in 
2nd for total funds raised in the smallest non-profit category. Thanks to everyone who donated 
to this fundraiser!!  
 
Valerie Castile addressed the group: she is loving seeing this “come back full circle” for her son. 
Philando loved Central. This donation from the Philando Castile Foundation is what the 
foundation is all about. Ms. Castile also asked us to stay in communication with her and the 
foundation moving forward—and thanked us for sharing in the justice work she is doing in Phil’s 
honor and memory.  
 
CHS student artists who created work for PAC thank-you cards were thanked in the call (and 
their work highlighted on screen). Special thanks to Sandy Tomney in the Central Art 
Department for coordinating and highlighting the incredible work of these students with PAC. 
Each student will receive a mug with their own artwork on it.  
 
SPPS School Board member Jim Vue introduced himself. Here for 15 years; born in TX. 
Learning to love St. Paul--he can call it home now, but is he a real Minnesotan if he doesn’t love 
the State Fair?? He is excited to serve on the board after his recent election to take the seat left 
behind by Marny Xiong. May Marny’s work and example be a motivation for us all. Mr. Vue was 
asked about his interest in creating fellowship. He was asked about support for EL families. 
What is happening about grades for all students during Distance Learning? Can pass/fail 



grading be optional for all? Jim says the board is re-evaluating all of this right now. Plans from 
beginning of year are transforming. He will relay to the Board that there is urgency on these 
questions at Central. He is asked to get decisions on this (and limits of the technology students 
and teachers are working with) ASAP. CHS Coach?Title One Coordinator Scott Howell noted 
that we need movement from the board on this NOW as we are losing kids NOW. We need 
decisions soon or they may be lost from school for good. More questions for Jim? Contact him: 
jim.vue@spps.org. 
 
Scott Howell shared an update from Title 1 program. Central has an outreach team reaching out 
to students and families based on attendance/acadmic/social and emotional problems. Current 
focus is on connecting with Seniors. They are no longer able to do home visits. Focus this week 
is Free/Reduced Lunch Applications need to be completed by ALL families. 498 families haven’t 
sent those back. School supplies are available--folks should reach out to Scott to get connected 
for yourself or your group. SCIP plan will be reviewed and shared with us in an upcoming 
meeting.  
 
Admin Report: Principal Vang shared the results of the Central Student and Family Survey. 
Scott Howell helped distribute the survey; thanks Scott. We got 436 student surveys back. 
Academic “work-load” questions show: 44% say “just right”, 54% “too much”. 37% of students 
are not using office hours with teachers (only 1% don’t know how to do this--they just aren’t). 
Parent survey (363 completed): 48% said DL is “going well”; 12% said “challenging”; 36% said 
“OK”. 66% said CHS is communicating “enough”; 32% said “not enough” (Christine notes this is 
about the same for communication with the SPPS district). 43% of parents were aware of 
teacher office hours. AP Jeff Rissman introduced himself and discussed how CHS is focused on 
making adjustments within DL. Too many Seniors are struggling (failing) and at risk of not 
graduating. Therefore, Seniors can earn Q1 credits even if they get NP if their Q2 grade is a 
passing grade (a D). Other efforts for all (other grades) are underway too at CHS (and the 
district). Winter Break schedule is reviewed. 12/21 and 12/22 will be focused on connecting with 
kids and demonstrating flexibility and grace. Students will have synchronous classes those 
days.  
 
HUEmyns of Central Committee updates: Cherise Ayers shared an update from this Special 
Committee of the PAC. The “HoC” team is now meeting on the 3rd Monday of the month. Join 
us to help us work to push for racial equity at CHS. Birdy Xiong asked for folks to conitnue to 
post on the HUEmyns of Central Instagram account.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Amy Schrank shared three pending requests from CHS teachers: 
Lisa Houdeck, science ($500 white board) 
Kim Nelson, nurse ($350 printer/scanner) 
Coach Howell, athletics ($500 ETS athletic training program) 
 
All were voted on by parent participants; funds were approved. No votes in opposition.  
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Mr. Hill discussed a way to keep the RP program going strong during DL/Winter/Covid. They 
want to work to uplift students and staff in 2021--and would like to partner with HUEmyns of 
Central and PAC to do so. Mr. Hill wants to help start thinking about connections with feeder 
schools (incoming 9th graders) for 2021-2022.  
 
Sunny apologized for some folks on the agenda not getting time to speak/share tonight.  
 
8:34: IGF closed us out: Karen Folman shared her insights and led a physical (mind/body) 
stress relieving activity. Tearra led a breathing exercise while Karen played an original song.  
 
Meeting called to a close at 8:45. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stacia Wick 
 
 
  
 
 
 


