
   

  Page 1 of 5 
   

 

 

November/December, 2017 
 

Wolf Pack Press 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School 
2180 Knapp St, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.spps.org/stanthony T: 651-293-8735 
Principal, Dr. Karen Duke 

 
We have wrapped up a busy start to our school year with another 
successful fundraiser! Club's Choice exceeded our budget amount 
thanks to everyone's willingness to help out and try something new.  
 
As we move forward into the second half of the year please be mindful 
of our upcoming SAPSA Happy Hour at Colossal Cafe on February 9th. 
This is a great opportunity for parents to get together outside of our 
normal fundraising events and get to know each other while raising 
money to support our kids and their school. There will be child care 
offered at Langford Park where you can sign up through St Paul Parks 
and Rec. I hope to see you all there! 
 
This is the last Wolf Pack Press before the New Year, so I hope everyone 
has a safe Holiday season and thank you to everyone for making SAP 
Elementary the special school that it is!  
 
See you in 2018!! 
 
Andy McNattin 
SAPSA President 
*See if you can spot our SAPSA president somewhere in this Wolf 
Pack Press issue. 

 

Save the Date! 

Friday, February 9th 6-9PM 

SAPSA’S 3rd ANNUAL PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT FUNDRAISER 

Location TBD- in or near SAP neighborhood 

Watch for more details coming soon in a school email! 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

December 1 

Grade 4-5 assembly  

December 4 

Parent Academy 

December 15 

December Program 

December 19 

Fifth grade family tree 
presentation 

December 21 

Make a memory day 
kindergarten 

December 22-January 2 

No school: Winter break 
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Site Council News 

Each year Site Council meets monthly to discuss and give input 
into SAP's budget, enrollment, and the SPPS School Choice Fair. In 
addition to these annual topics, Site Council focuses on areas 
relevant to the current state and pressing needs of SAP. Last year 
our focus was on improved communication. Our accomplishments 
included regular updates in the SAPSA newsletter, information on 
social media (maybe we’ll even appear on the new school Twitter 
account this year), and hosting of school- and community-wide 
meetings to inform and address questions on enrollment, budget 
and school construction & expansion.   

With SAP's construction and expansion project entering its third 
phase, our area of focus this school year is, "Growth of the School" 
and what we as a school community (staff, students, parents, 
families and neighbors) view as important to our SAP community. 
We have begun brainstorming about short-and long-term growth 
of SAP and some of our ideas and questions include:  

 How can we advocate for our school and define what 
influence we can have in the future (e.g. what specialists 
would we prioritize in a 4-section school) 

 How do we market our school to try to attract out of district 
families or neighborhood families who currently attend non-
SPPS schools?   

 What is the vision of SPPS District for growth at SAP? What 
have they learned from other schools who have expanded? 
We are in the beginning of this discussion and are going to 
consult with SPPS district personnel to get a better idea on 
the school growth plans from a district perspective.  

 SAP community feedback is critical to understanding and 
addressing current and future concerns. We are also looking 
at the possibility of hosting several feedback/focus group 
sessions in early 2018 when we would invite you to come in 
and share your ideas, priorities.   

Look for more information on these ideas and more in the New 
Year!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help the fifth graders 
get to Wolf Ridge! 

Please show your support for the 
5th graders week-long trip to Wolf 
Ridge Environmental Center by 
purchasing a 2018 calendar.  
This year’s photos are by 
Benjamin Olson (www.benjamin-
olson.com) and are for sale at 
$18 each. Please send cash or 
check written out to SAPSA.  See 
Tari Hella-Yelk (room 2210) for 
more info.  All proceeds go 
towards a general scholarship 
fund to ensure all 5th graders can 
attend this wonderful lifelong 
experience. 

 

 

 

Clubs Choice 
Fundraiser! 

A huge THANK YOU to all who 
participated in the Club’s Choice 
Fundraiser!  Together, we raised 
over $8,000  for SAPSA to help 
fund field trips, Artist in Residence, 
teacher/classroom expenses and 
requests, enrichment 
opportunities and much more for 
SAP students! 
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Winter Word Search 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON MS.PHILLIPS! 
I have been teaching for St. Paul schools for 24 years, and have 
taught grade 1-4, 6, and a little time in the middle school 
grades.  Third grade is, by far, my favorite grade!  I like that third 
graders are curious, enthusiastic and independent.  I like that they 
want to see the best qualities in their peers and their teachers 
(thankfully)! 
 
I grew up in Rochester, Minnesota.  My parents came to Minnesota 
from Melbourne, Australia in the 1960's.  I was born in Minnesota 
and am the first American in my family.  All my relatives are in 
Australia, although my immediate family including my parents, live 
in the St. Paul area.  I went away for college and a few years after, 
but eventually wanted to move back to Minnesota. 
 
I live in St. Paul with my husband Martey who doubles as a painting 
contractor and a special education substitute teacher.  I also have 
2 children: Owen who is a 9th grader at Highland High School, and 
Emilia, a 7th grader at Highland Middle School.  We have a 
Springer Spaniel named Wilbur and a cat named 
Mocha.  Everyone in the family wants another dog, but I am 
content with 1 hyper pooch. 
 
What’s your favorite color? 

I like the colors blue, purple and orange. 

Construction Update 
 

Changes are afoot in SAP’s new south wing 
where our usable space has increased by four 
new rooms, which opened for use on 
November 14th.  In their final service, the two 
most interior rooms will host science instruction 
while those at the perimeter will serve as 
kindergarten classrooms.  In the interim, those 
rooms will hold a temporary media center, 
music instruction, and classrooms.  On 
November 2nd, teachers and staff had the 
opportunity to tour these new spaces, as well 
as the current construction area with the 
construction manager, Kraus-Anderson.  The 
central spaces are on schedule to open in the 
spring of 2018. 
 
With winter on our doorstep, contractors are 
completing the final steps for exterior 
construction and the building has been 
enclosed to allow interior construction to 
progress.  In that area, the new media center’s 
“discovery wall” is beginning to draw 
attention, and will continue to be refined in the 
coming weeks as finishes are applied and the 
adjacent stair assembly is installed.  We can 
expect our temporary protective covering at 
the building’s south entry/exit to be 
disassembled in the next couple weeks as well, 
making that façade much more inviting! 
 

Please feel free to give me a call if you'd like 
any further information. 
Thank you. 
Vaughn Kelly, Assoc. AIA 
Project Manager 
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What is your favorite food? 

Finding food I like to eat has never been a problem in my life.  I like 
many international cuisines such as Indian, Vietnamese, Greek and 
Italian.  Probably my favorite thing to eat is French fries.  I just wish 
they were a food group.   

 What is your favorite part of winter? 

I like winter days & nights when it snows, but is not too cold.  I like to 
walk my dog when there is a light snow and the streetlights are 
dimmed by the falling snow.  As a child I liked to do what many kids 
still like today: ice skate, ski, sled and play outside.  It always makes 
me smile to see the students at recess on the first day of a snow-
covered playground.  It never gets old!  It is always exciting! 

*Each month we will put the spotlight on a SAP teacher* 

 

Walk to School Wednesdays! 

Have You Been Participating in Walk to School Wednesdays? 

Did you know that when children get physical activity before class, 
they are more on task and fidget less? Walking is a great way to get 
some of that physical activity before school starts. Walking reduces 
stress and increases creativity, both of which will help a child’s 
performance at school.  

How can you participate? 

If you are a family that normally drives your child to school, consider 
choosing a place where you can park and walk to the building.  

All buses will drop-off students at the intersection of Blake and 
Langford, giving kids who ride the bus a chance to get a walk in 
before entering the building.  

Join us in making walk to school Wednesday’s a success! 

 

 

 

Lost and Found! 

S.A.P.’s lost and found continues to 
GROW.  There is a rack and bins full 
of unclaimed clothing.  Please 
make the time to claim clothing 
that may belong to your family.   

There is a new system to help 
students find their lost items-
separate bins for hats & mittens, 
jackets and sweatshirts are all hung 
on the rack. Students are already 
helping manage the collection by 
putting lost clothing in the 
appropriate spot. 

Clothing will be bagged up and 
donated on December 7th.  All 
unclaimed items will be donated to 
Renee’s Lost & Found an 
organization that helps gets 
clothing in the hands of those in 
need.  

Label! Please help our community, 
by being proactive and label your 
child’s clothing.  So many things in 
the lost & found are new or in great 
shape and have plenty of life to 
them.  

Ideas for clothing labels- 

-Amazon sells Sticker & Iron on 
Labels. 
-Cloth Medical Tape and permanent 
marker 
-Mabel Labels  
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Principal’s Page! 

Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 

It sure was a thrill to be in Washington, D.C., earlier this month to receive the National Blue Ribbon 
School of Excellence Award.  I traveled with Ann Johnson, former principal of St. Anthony Park, and 
Ruth Krider, second grade teacher.  To see a video of the awards ceremony, you can check out 
https://vimeo.com/242600107.  Cue the video to 2:17 to see SAP’s big moment. 

We opened four more of our new classrooms last week.  Ms. Austin, Mr. Ollmann, Ms. Brauns and Ms. 
Hausman did a fabulous job organizing the moves.  The students helped with the moving, and they 
felt a tremendous sense of pride in their accomplishments.  They are getting settled in their new 
rooms.  Ms. Austin is in her permanent classroom, the first of our new kindergarten rooms to be 
completed.  One of the new rooms is serving as our temporary library.  Volunteers will be getting 
books on the shelves as soon as possible so that kids can start using them.  If you’d like to volunteer 
to help out, please call the office. 

Thank you for coming to parent-teacher conferences!  It was wonderful to see all of you.  The 
partnership between home and school is one of the most important factors in students’ success.   

The lost and found is overflowing! Please be sure to stop by any time you are in the building and 
retrieve lost items.  Every 4-6 weeks we donate unclaimed items to local organizations that need 
them.  We just can’t store it all. 

I have started a Twitter account for St. Anthony Park so you can get a glimpse into all of the 
wonderful learning activities that happen here every day.  Please follow St. Anthony Park on Twitter 
at  @stanthony_spps   

As we head into the colder season, remember that students will go outside for recess unless the 
temperature or wind chill is below -10°.  That means they should have mittens, hat, scarf, snowpants 
and boots.  Contact our school counselor or social worker if you need assistance getting winter 
clothing for your kids. 

Thanks for all you do to support you kids in learning, and for all you do to support St. Anthony Park.  
Remember my door is always open for your questions or concerns.  I hope to see you soon! 

 

Karen Duke, Principal 

 
 

 


