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January, 2018 
 

Wolf Pack Press 
Saint Anthony Park Elementary School 
2180 Knapp St, St. Paul, MN 55108 
www.spps.org/stanthony T: 651-293-8735 
Principal, Dr. Karen Duke 

 
Welcome back SAP Families! 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the winter break and managed to carve out 
some quality family time away from school.  
 
Our Read-A-Thon kicks off on the 22nd and runs for two weeks 
culminating in a fun assembly for the students and some shenanigans 
for our beloved Principal. Watch for communication on that as it 
continues to come home with your child. Our theme this year is "Lego 
and Build Your Imagination with Reading!"  We have a goal of 300,000 
minutes from the students at our school! Just think a pledge of 5 cents a 
minute... Here's hoping!! 
 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming SAPSA 
Parent Night Out on Friday, February 9th at 7:00 at Colossal Cafe. If you 
have not yet signed up... what are you waiting for!?! This is a fun event 
with 100% of the profits generated going directly back into the school 
and our students. We have a $10,000 goal so join us if you can or 
consider donating if you can't.  
 
Andy McNattin 
SAPSA President 
 

 

Read-a-thon 

The 12th Annual St. Anthony Park Read-A-Thon started Monday 
January 22!! 
  
The theme this year is “LEGO and build your imagination with 
reading!” 
  
Our school goal is to read 300,000 minutes!!  If the kids reach this 
goal Dr. Duke will have to do something spectacular (to be 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 26 

No School 

February 2 

Vision screening for K,1,3,5  

February 5 

Read-a-thon paperwork due 

February 7 

4th graders to Ordway 

February 8 

1st grade Children’s Museum 

February 9 

Parent’s night out @ Colossal  

February 13 

Site council + SAPSA mtgs 

February 19 

No school 

February 22 

2nd grade to Ordway 

February 23 

3rd grade Children’s Museum 

February 26 

   Science Fair 
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announced soon)! There will also be a prize drawing in each 
classroom mid-way through and again at the end!!  Two classrooms 
will win “Pizza and Play” parties to be held at Langford Recreation 
Center.  The classes who read the most in the K-2nd division and the 
3rd-5th division will each get a party when it warms up!! 
  

Our fundraising goal is to raise $11,000 for the support of our 
school. The money raised will go directly to the St. Anthony Park 
School Association (SAPSA), which funds field trips, supplies for art, 
music and classrooms and artist residencies. 

  
The Kick-off is Monday, January 22nd.  Look for more information, 
sponsor sheets and log sheets that came home with your child 
Friday, Jan 19th.  Start thinking about books you want to read 
together or have your child read to you – both count towards their 
at-home minutes! 

  

             

               
Friday, February 9th 6-9PM   

WHAT:  Donate money to SAPSA then join us at Colossal Cafe for an 
evening out to connect with old friends and a chance to meet new 
people.                                                                                       

WHO: YOU!  SAP Parents, Guardians, Friends, Alumni and Community 

Members (must be 21 years of age.)  

WHERE: Colossal Café: 2315 Como Avenue 

                            *Appetizers provided.  Cash bar! 

RSVP, Donate and Register for Langford Rec babysitting 
here… https://goo.gl/forms/uwon00kMleTUgHR43 

 

 

Lego and build your imagination!

 

 

 

Parent’s Night Out 
Fundraising Goal! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON MRS. PRATT! 

I started teaching in January of 1998 as a substitute 
teacher. I got a long term sub job at Battle Creek that took 
me through the end of the school year and then got 
another long term sub job at J.J. Hill Montessori in the fall 
that continued through December. I took last half of that 
school year off because I had my first son and then got a 
job at Mississippi Creative Arts Magnet in the fall as a basic 
skills teacher. Then next year I moved to first grade and 
stayed at Mississippi until 2008 where I moved to Museum 
Magnet School. I actually replaced Mr. Funk there and 
became Mrs. Jeffer's first grade teaching partner! I came 
here in 2012 to join Mrs. Hausman and Mrs. Blevins in fourth 
grade. So I guess that means I've taught 18 years and am in 
my 19th (not counting subbing).  

Do you have any New Year’s Resolutions? 

I've been working the last few months on having better 
nutrition and exercise habits and I want to keep that up. I'd 
also like to be more organized both at home and at 
school. I always tell the kids I want to keep my desk clean--
it never happens. 

Construction Update 
 

Construction at St. Anthony Park 
Elementary is reaching an exciting stage, 
with new spaces becoming available for 
staff and students as early as 
March.  Contractors are pressing on with 
finishes, casework, and A/V equipment 
installations.  They are also working closely 
with SPPS staff to coordinate delivery of 
new furniture for the new spaces. 
 
Each day, as construction progresses, the 
classrooms and media center grow more 
vibrant.  We can begin to imagine what 
classes will be like with natural light and 
bright colors, and can almost see students 
streaming into the corridors and down the 
stairs along the wood "discovery wall," and 
into the 2-story media center.  There are 
plenty of tasks to complete and a great 
lot of coordination remains, but we're 
looking forward to those imaginings 
becoming reality very soon.  Please keep 
an eye out for further communication from 
the school as greater detail regarding 
occupancy of new spaces becomes 
available. 

Thank you. 
Vaughn Kelly, Assoc. AIA 

Project Manager 
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 What are some of your hobbies? 

Some of my hobbies include cooking and baking--I would love to 
have my own catering business; I also enjoy travelling, reading, 
and watching movies.  

   Are you taking a spring break trip? 

If we go anywhere for spring break it will be to Ann Arbor, 
Michigan to visit my oldest son who is a freshman there. He is in the 
School of Music, Theater, and Dance's BFA Acting program at the 
University of Michigan. We will be taking a big trip this summer 
once my middle son decides where we should go. We have our 
kids pick a destination when they are 11 and then we give 
ourselves five years to make the trip happen.  

What's your favorite treat?  

I love salted caramel anything. I'm also a big fan of blondies or 
brownies.   

*Each month we will put the spotlight on a SAP teacher* 

 

Hunger to Happiness 

By: 5th grade DI team, The Seven Sassy Sausages from Spain 
 
we are doing a food drive for kids in the twin cities who go hungry 
on the weekends. Money is applicable; donate money to the 
school clerk Jane. We still need 64 non-perishable foods to reach 
our goal, please donate to the blue bin by the office by January 
31st. We have already volunteered at The Sheridan Story (an 
organization that helps kids around the Twin Cities that suffer from 
hunger.) We encourage you to volunteer or donate at the 
Sheridan Story, Feed My Starving Children, or Second Harvest 
Heartland, all organizations that are not hard to donate or 
volunteer at. 
We would like to thank all the support and donations you have 
given to us, a special thanks to people who have donated 
already! 
        Thanks again, 
                                a 5th grade DI team 

Donations needed! 

Seeking gently used pants donations 
for the spare clothes closest in the 
nurse's office.   Needs sometimes arise 
for spare clothes when accidents 
happen.   We are *only* seeking pants 
at this time; preferably those with 
elastic waistband and in neutral 
colors.  Drop off in the collection box 
outside of the nurse's office. 

Snippets from Site Council 

Please spread the word to your 
friends and neighbors about applying 
to St. Anthony Park or other St. Paul 
Public Schools.   The bottom line is 
that the SPPS budget, and in turn the 
SAP budget is largely based on the 
number of students enrolled in our 
schools.  There are fantastic things 
happening at SAP, let’s spread the 
word.  

On time applications for enrollment in 
the 2018-2019 school years are due 
Feb 23, 2018.  You can find the 
application online here  
https://apply.spps.org/OnlineApplicat
ion 

Note, the vast majority of current 
SAP families will not need to apply—
as you need not apply for next year 
if you meet one of these two 
conditions.  

Continuing at their current school to 
the next grade level 

Residents of St. Paul currently enrolled 
in Saint Paul Public Schools and who 
are entering grades 6 or 9 by 
following their school’s pathway. 

If you have questions on enrollment, 
please reach out to the Student 

Placement Office 651-632-3700. 
After enrollment normally comes 
budget, so keep your eyes out for 
information on the 2018-2019 SAP 
budgets and what it means for our 
school.  
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SAP Science Corner:  It’s time for the Science Fair 

By Jim Schrankler 

Yes, it is once again that time of year-Science Fair time!  Students in Gr. 3-5 have been preparing their 
Science Fair projects.  They will display and present their projects on Monday, February 26th, from 1:30-2:50 
(evaluations and school viewing) and 6:30-7:30 PM (public viewing).  This will be a noncompetitive Science 
Fair format.  Students will receive feedback and points from evaluators.  The purpose of the Science Fair is to 
give students the opportunity to further investigate a scientific area of interest.  Participation for 3rd grade is 
optional and mandatory for students in 4th and 5th grade.  Support is being offered during EDL times Tue. 
/Thur. after school.  Mr. Schrankler (james.schrankler@spps.org) and volunteers will work with students on their 
projects during that time.  The Science Fair packets went home the week after winter break. 

We are also looking for more evaluators and volunteers to help at the Science Fair.  Please complete the 
form enclosed in the brown envelope or send an email to Mr. Schrankler if you would be interested and 
available to help.  Please also feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. 

On another note, the 2nd grade students attended an awesome Physics Force program at the University of 
Minnesota earlier this month.  Their classroom teachers arranged for this great experience.  We are very 
fortunate to have our school in a community that is so close to these opportunities.  

Science riddle of the month: 

Q- What is the center of gravity? 

A-The letter “V” 

Keep learning! 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

St. Anthony Park Elementary 

Science Fair 

Monday, February 26th  

School Showing/Evaluations 1:35-2:50 PM 

Public Showing                       6:30-7:30 PM 

 

*Reminder to participants: Please bring your projects to school the morning of 
February 26th.  All participants will be showing their displays during both 
sessions. 
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Principal’s Page 

Dear St. Anthony Park Families: 

 

We had a wonderful assembly to celebrate the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 
Friday, January 12.  I am so grateful for the talents of the many staff people who put the assembly 
together and, of course, our amazing students.  They raised their voices in song and spoken word 
to inspire us all to work for the peaceful and just world that Dr. King envisioned. 

 

We’ve already had some pretty significant cold weather this season.  Please remember that we 
will have outdoor recess unless the temperature or wind chill is below -10°.  That means that 
children should have mittens, hat, scarf, snow pants and boots.  Contact our school counselor or 
social worker if you need assistance getting winter clothing for your kids.   

 

You will be receiving a detailed update from the SPPS Facilities Department this month about the 
next phase of our construction project.  In short, the library, surrounding rooms, and second floor 
classrooms are not scheduled to open in early March. Staff and students will move into those 
spaces throughout March.  After spring break, the office will be relocated so that construction can 
start on the northwest corner of the building, preparing for the new office and multi-purpose room 
expansion.  We are still on schedule to have the project complete by the time school starts in the 
fall of 2018.    

 

As always, SAP School is a busy place.  I am really enjoying getting to know all of the students and 
see all of the amazing learning activities that go on here.  Just a few of them I have seen in action:  
DestiNation Imagination, Lego League, artist residencies, EDL (after school), BOKS (physical fitness – 
two mornings a week), science fair preparation, MN Reading Corps… I could list many more!  I 
knew this as a parent but see it even more clearly as principal: SAPSA is a critical link in many of 
these activities happening.  Without the help of so many committed family and community 
members, SAP Elementary School wouldn’t be the amazing place that it is.  You all make these 
things happen by helping your kids at home, contributing money, and volunteering at school.  
Thank you! 

 

Remember that my door is always open for your questions or concerns.  I hope to see you soon! 

 

Karen Duke, Principal 
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****A SAP fundraiser**** 

What: An Afternoon of Bowling fun 

Hosted by the Woods-Weisman Family 

Ms. Weisman and her family 

(including former SAP student and expert bowler Joseph) 

Pizza, Pop, Bowling and Shoes 

 
(Yes, we were both younger then) 

 

Who: Drop off your kids for 2 hours 

of supervised bowling and fun (2nd-6th graders) 

Cost: $30 (checks made out to SAPSA) 

When: Saturday, March 10th 

12-2 

Where: Sunray Lanes – St. Paul 

2245 Hudson Rd. St., St. Paul, MN 55119 
 


