
By Kristina Halvorson
SAPSA

It’s been a busy February for the St. 
Anthony Park Elementary School 
community. We’ve enjoyed a variety of 
programs and activities that have kept 
kids, teachers and parents hopping. 

Thanks to all the parents who joined us for 
the SAPSA night out at Colossal Cafe. Our 
co-hosts helped us raise more than 
$8,000, which will go a very long way to 
help fund special activities at SAP and 
support our teachers. 

Be sure to keep an eye out for future 
grown-up gatherings—if you have ideas for 
organizing or hosting a future event, 
please let us know.

We have a few big March events on the 
calendar for the kids. Our annual science 
fair is Monday, Feb. 27 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Even if your child isn’t participating 
with a project, it’s a fun night, and we 
encourage your family to attend. The kids’ 
enthusiasm for their research and projects 
is very catching!

Our annual Read-a-Thon runs March 
17-29. While the Read-a-Thon is an 
important fundraiser for the students, it’s 
also a great way to get kids motivated to 
read, read, read! Use this opportunity to 
find different ways to encourage reading in 
your child’s daily routines—at bedtime, 
during visits to the library, or even with 
some quiet all-family reading time. 

Finally, SAPSA needs a VIV (Very 
Important Volunteer) to assume the 
Spring Carnival Lead position. This is a 
great job to share with another parent! 
This spring, you would “shadow” the 
current Carnival Lead, taking over the job 
in the 2017-18 school year. To learn more, 
contact Anita Severt, akord01@gmail.com.
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Feeling a spring in our step
SAP students performed what they learned about West African drumming and dancing with Christian Adeti, far left, who was the 
second-grade Artist in Residence. The Artist in Residence program is supported through money raised by SAPSA.

SAP Community Meeting
When: 5-6:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 23
Where: SAP school library
Topics: Building remodel/expansion, 
process for hiring a new principal, next 
year’s school budget and enrollment.  
District personnel will be there to 
answer questions. Childcare provided.

*hosted by Site Council
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Dear Families, 

Spring is in the air! 

Langford Lake returned earlier than usual 
this year. At school, we are loving the warm 
weather, struggling with mud and excited 
about the adventures ahead. Check out our 
school website, stanthony.spps.org, for a 

calendar of events. (While online, look for 
the “FMP” inside an orange circle, for images 
of the school expansion project.) 

With spring comes state testing season. Our 
English learners are finishing ACCESS exams 
in reading, writing, listening and speaking. 
Students in grades 3-5 are prepping for 
math, reading and science MCAs (Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessments). The results of 
these exams inform us of the yearly progress 
of individuals and the school and help 
teachers to respond with precision to the 
learning needs of each student. 

How can you help your children prepare? 
Read together every day. Discuss as you read: 

Ask questions, share personal reactions and 
connections. Go deep. Encourage your child 
to keep up with math homework. Practice 
basic math facts. The upcoming Science Fair 
and Read-a-Thon are also great ways to 
connect learning at home and school. 

Thank you for your kind words about my 
decision to retire. Leaving St. Anthony Park 
was one of the most difficult decisions I’ve 
had to make. This is an amazing school and 
community. I have been honored to be your 
principal. 

See you at conferences! 

Ann Johnson 

Principal’s 
column

Ann 
Johnson
ann.johnson@spps.org
651-298-8735 
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Read-a-Thon 2017: 
There are ‘A Minion 
Reasons to Read!’
By Leslie Kennedy
Read-a-Thon Coordinator

Our 11th annual Read-a-Thon begins soon! 
We will have our kickoff celebration on 
March 17. 

Our school goal is to read 300,000 minutes 
this year. That goal breaks down to 45 
minutes a day per student over the 13 
days. (Kindergarten will have a different 
system than grades 1-5) Think you can 
read more?  Let's see how high our total 
can go!

Our fundraising goal is to raise $11,000 for 
our school. The money raised will go 
directly to the St. Anthony Park School 
Association, which funds field trips, 
supplies for art, music and classrooms, and 
artist residencies.

Students can ask friends, relatives and 
neighbors to sponsor them either by the 
minute, hour or just a flat rate for 
participating and reading their hearts out. 
Reading independently and being read to 

both count toward the goal. Make it a 
family affair!

What can you do?

• Encourage your children to read every 
day.

• Ask about their reading time at school 
and about the books they are reading.

• Support and encourage them as they 
gain sponsors.

Incentives

• If we meet the school goal to read 
300,000 minutes: Principal Johnson will 
turn into a MINION! The whole school 
will get a Minion Dance Party and 
students can come dressed in Minion 
blue and yellow.

• There will be a prize drawing in each 
classroom midway through and again at 
the end.

• Two classrooms will win “Pizza and Play” 
parties to be held at Langford Recreation 
Center. The classes that read the most in 
the Kindergarten to second-grade 

division and the third- through fifth-
grade division will each get a party 
when it warms up.

Look for information to come home with 
your students soon. Start thinking about 
the books you want to read.

Want to help out with the Read-a-thon?  
Please contact Leslie Kennedy, the Read-a-
thon Coordinator, at lobryan@visi.com or 
612-701-3733 (call or text).
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Former board members reflect 
on their SAPSA experiences 

“I joined the SAPSA board as a way to give 
back to the school that was serving my kids 
so well. I served as president for two years 
when my youngest started kindergarten. It 
was a great way to deeply understand the 
entire school community and have input 
into the fundraising efforts and subsequent 
allocation of those dollars. I met great 
people who I wouldn’t have otherwise 
known. I’m grateful for the 
opportunities that SAPSA and the school 
community provided my kids!  “

- Jill D.

“The reason I joined the SAPSA board was to 
be more involved at the school. What I 
experienced being on the board was so 

much more. I got to meet many parents, 
learn the inside working of the school, get to 
know each of the staff members at school 
and see my children experience the benefits 
of the choices and funds raised by SAPSA.” 

- Amy P.

“I am very grateful for St. Anthony Park 
Elementary and joined SAPSA wanting to 
do my part to contribute to our fantastic 
school. I learned a lot about how much effort 
and teacher/parent/staff involvement is 
needed to sustain our school. SAPSA does a 
great job of raising funds to support the 
school, but I appreciate just as much 
SAPSA’s role in building community.  
Children and parents alike in our house look 

forward to the Fall Festival & Spring 
Carnival every year. There is so much at 
SAP that has enriched my children’s 
learning and school memories: running 
club, field trips, school picnics, field days, 
Heart of the Beast, Wolf Ridge, and more.  
I’m always telling my kids how lucky we are 
that SAP is our neighborhood school.”  

- Tina S.

“Serving on the SAPSA board was a 
rewarding experience for me. I learned more 
about the relationships between students, 
teachers, parents and administration. I 
enjoyed watching teachers and students 
benefit from our work and fundraising!”
- Amy S.

SAP students showed off their favorite books, and reading skills, during their “Book 
Talks” earlier this month. 

Support Wolf Ridge
You can help the fifth-graders go to 
Wolf Ridge by purchasing fundraising 
calendars. The calendars, featuring the 
work of acclaimed photographer Jim 
Brandenburg, are $12 each. You can 
buy them from Tari Hella-Yelk, 
tarahn.hella-yelk@spps.org, 

Itʼs concert time
Fourth- and fifth-graders will perform a 
concert at 6:30 p.m. on March 9  in the 
gym. Students will sing five pieces, 
including three from the 1980s.   

Tidbits

Science Fair is Feb. 27
Students in grades three through five  
will display and present their projects on 
Monday, Feb 27., from 1:30-2:50 p.m. 
(evaluations and school viewing) and 
6:30-7:30 p.m. (public viewing). 

Yearbook orders extended
You can order yearbooks through the 
end of February. Pay online 
at YBPay.lifetouch.com with Yearbook 
ID Code: 10813217 OR pay $15 in 
cash or check made to SAPSA and 
leave in office.     

If you’ve ever thought about learning more about how St. Anthony Park Elementary School 
works or helping raise money for student enrichment, consider participating on the board.  
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Principal update

"Big announcement last week I sent out" says 
Principal Ann Johnson. It was a hard decision 
to retire, but good for her family. SAP is a hard 
place to leave. Things will be laid in place in 
terms of start of new school year, building 
plans, school lists...It's a good time for new 
vision with new person coming in.

Talking on next year's budget, enrollment 
drives the budget. Looking good.

Treasurer

The Colossal Happy Hour brought in around 
$8,000 with a bit more coming in. Need to re-
evaluate next year's goal. We were over goal 
in the Fall Festival and the art sale, so that 
helps where Happy Hour was lower.

Wolf Ridge grant is kind of like a trust fund of 
$2,000 from SAPCommunity foundation.

Tutoring Coordinator 

Becky Kallhoff is not anticipating any 
problems with getting the Reading Corps. for 
next year. MRC is going really well. Looking 
for a full- and a part-time position next year.  
Our tutors receive additional training 
compared to others which is great. Our 
volunteer tutors are down from previous years 
but they work really hard and do a great 
job. We have the right amount of tutors for 
what our teachers are needing.

Recent and upcoming events

• Colossal Fundraiser: Questioned what 
comes with the co-host label? Maybe 
change this to be more inviting to more 
people. Sponsor maybe...Was the venue 
too small? It was nice to have in the 
neighborhood. Because we are a local 
organization they gave us the space for half  
the normal rental rate, $600 rather than 

$1,200. Are there other ways to draw more 
people in? Other ways to increase the 
money raised?

• Public Science Lecture: Brought to us from 
the U of M and open to all. Will be held in 
SAP library on Feb. 21, featuring a robotics 
professor. Looking forward to another on 
April 17, maybe a women in science night.  
Exploring a couple of possibilities.

• Site Council info meeting: To be held from 
5-6:30 p.m. on Feb 23r. Agenda includes 
the school expansion and construction, 
budget and enrollment information, school 
environment ad how SAPSA fits in

• Read-a-Thon, March 17-29: Theme is "a 
Minion reasons to read.” Increasing hours to 
300,000. Still discussing Mrs. Johnson's fate 
when our students succeed. Talked about 
budget and getting things such as pencils for 
our readers. Moneys for these things come 
out of total dollar amount at end.

• Jump Rope for Heart raised $14,000. 

Etc.

-SAPSA has recruited two new members for 
next year: Lauren as Vice Presidant and 
Wendy for Volunteer Coordinator. Still 
Looking for Treasurer and Secretary.

-Grant Writing update- Talking with Grant 
committee about research on grants. Talk to 
Jana about Donors.org where teachers say 
what is needed and whoever wants to give.

-Kindness Campaign at SAP-Thinking about 
lining windows that are viewed by the public 
with poster boards welcoming all families.  
Will make yard signs in 5th grade that are 
welcoming to all families.  Talked to Lisa who 
leads 5th grade "Board of Directors" if they 
want to take this on. She and they are 
interested. Could there be 4th grade shadows 
to carry it on into next year?  The "Kindness 
Committee" shows acts of kindness to the 
community 

ATTENDEES:Ann, Wendy, Lauren, Anita, Tari, 
Becky, Andrea, Leslie, Andy and Robby

SAPSA Board meeting minutes: Feb. 14, 2017
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2016-17 Meeting Dates:  
The SAPSA board meets on the second 
Tuesday of most months during the school 
year.  All meetings will take place at 6:30 
p.m. in the school library, unless otherwise 
noted.
• April 11 
• May 9
• June 6 (8:30 a.m.) 

SAPSA Officers

President
Anita Severt, akord01@gmail.com
Angie Pierach, angie.pierach@yahoo.com

Vice President
Andrew McNattin, 
andrew@homemastersllc.com

Treasurer
Jamie Mason, jamiemike2@msn.com

Secretary
Andrea Banat, imsamiusa@yahoo.com

Communications Chair
Kristina Halvorson, 
kristina@braintraffic.com

Fundraising Chair
OPEN POSITION

Volunteer Coordinator
OPEN POSITION

Find SAPSA on Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/SAPSAinfo 

If you spend much time around the 
building, it’s likely you’ve seen Katie Gill 
or Natalie Collins, our Reading Corps 
tutors, working with students. They are 
easy to spot with their red lanyards or red 
Reading Corps fleeces! Katie and Natalie 
are doing important work in our school.

It’s the second year of having Reading 
Corps tutors in our building. Reading 

Corps is an AmeriCorps program designed 
to help students who aren’t quite reading 
at grade level make the leap to strong 
reading proficiency. Katie and Natalie 
work with Kindergarten through third-
grade students each day. They meet with 
students one-on-one for 20 minutes at a 
time. To date, we have had 36 students 
participate in the Reading Corps program. 

All of our students have been working very 
hard, and have made great gains!

We are currently taking applications for 
next year’s Reading Corps tutors! To learn 
more and apply, please visit 
www.minnesotareadingcorps.org. 
Questions? Contact Becky Kallhoff, 
Tutoring Coordinator, at 
Rebecca.Kallhoff@spps.org.

Reading Corps program is making a difference 
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