
1 dead, 27 hurt as tornado 
ravages western Wisconsin 
trailer park 
One person died and 27 were injured when a twister tore through the 

Prairie Lake Estates Mobile Home Park in Chetek.  
 
 
https://tinyurl.com/ldcnwce 
 
Summarize the article in your own words: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place an “X” on the map to showcase 
where the tornado was located. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ldcnwce


On the brink of tornado 
season: March came in like 
a lion .. what now? 
By Amanda Dyslin Special to The Free Press May 1, 2017 
 

MANKATO — On the first Wednesday of each month, Doug Wolfe of St. Peter — for 

just a moment — gives pause before realizing the sirens he’s hearing are just a test. 

“I hear that, and I catch myself, but then I remember it’s just the first Wednesday of the 

month,” he said. 

That little feeling still lingers at times, more than 19 years after tornadoes devastated so 

much of St. Peter, including the St. Peter Public Library, where Wolfe is (and was then) 

the lead librarian. For the most part, Wolfe said he doesn’t dwell on that day on March 

29, 1998, when 14 tornadoes touched down in southern Minnesota, taking two lives and 

causing an estimated $225 million in damages. 

“You try not to think about it,” he said. “But you can’t help but think about it as you get 

closer to that date every year.” 

Tornado season came in like a lion that March, but according to statistics from the 

National Weather Service, that hasn’t been the case since then. Until this year, that is, 

when the earliest tornadoes in Minnesota history tore through southern Minnesota on 

March 6, beating the previous record on March 18, 1968, in rural Truman. 



There were three tornadoes the afternoon of March 6: in Faribault County (officially the 

first in state history), Freeborn and Steele counties, and Sherburne County, said Eric 

Ahasic, meteorologist at the National Weather Service-Twin Cities/Chanhassen. The 

one in Faribault County started near Bricelyn and traveled 11 miles northeast before 

ending up at Pihls Park, causing hundreds of thousands of dollars in damages to 

campers and the park grounds itself. 

“They almost all happened at the same time,” Ahasic said. 

With tornadoes hitting southern Minnesota so early this year, spring has seemed pretty 

calm since then, without another tornado recorded in the state, Ahasic said. 

“We’ve had a couple of several weather events — hail and a few strong wind gusts,” he 

said. 

But early season weather events such as the March 6 tornadoes are not indicators of an 

impending active tornado season. In fact, March, April and early May are typically quiet 

for Minnesota, Ahasic said. 

From 1950 to 2017, the average number of tornadoes in Minnesota is .4 in March, 1.2 in 

April and 4.4 in May. With an average of 9.8 tornadoes, June is when severe weather is 

at its peak each year, Ahasic said. 

Since 2010, the most active month on record in Minnesota was in June 2010 when 71 

tornadoes were recorded across the state. That’s about 50 more than any other month 

during the past seven years. 



“It starts ramping up in May,” Ahasic said. “It kind of peaks in June and carries over into 

July. May to August is our season.” 

Tornadoes start to enter the public consciousness this time of year because farther 

south, in states such as Oklahoma, March to May is severe weather season, Ahasic 

said. The current news coverage reminds southern Minnesota that our turn is next. 

The difficulty of predicting when tornadoes will strike, coupled with the memories of past 

visits, makes living in tornado country difficult sometimes. 

Wolfe, of course, still remembers vividly that his home and his parents’ home were 

extensively damaged, and his library was destroyed. 

“What the tornado didn’t demolish, the wrecking crews did,” said Wolfe, who 

remembered how unrecognizable his hometown was in the aftermath. “As I kid we 

would trick-or-treat at Grandma Smith’s house, which was now gone. We would ride our 

bikes past the Jones’ house, which was now gone. So many landmarks were destroyed. 

“Walking around at night, you just had kind of an eerie sensation. It was kind of like a 

war zone.” 

But even when Minnesota’s tornado season comes back around year after year — 

when the weather becomes less predictable, less safe — Wolfe doesn’t let March 29, 

1998, creep into his thoughts too often. 

“No, I try to put it out of my mind completely,” Wolfe said. “I wouldn’t wish that on any 

community, or anybody.” 



 

 

What happened on March 29, 1998? 

 

Before this March, what was the earliest tornado in Minnesota recorded history? 

 

Since 2010, what has been the most active month on record in Minnesota and how 

many tornadoes have touched down in that period? 

 

What month has traditionally been the most active in MN? (Look at the graph) 



Minnesota Tornado History and 

Statistics 
https://tinyurl.com/mxyluto 

Tornadoes are among the most devastating and awesome local storms that occur on Earth. The 
United States has the dubious distinction of having the greatest frequency and the most severe 
tornadoes. Tornadoes have the power to lift railroad cars and sail them many yards through the 
air. The power of their winds can make deadly missiles of loose objects, including broken glass. 
Even pieces of straw have been found embedded in trees and boards after a tornado. 
 
During the winter months (December through February) tornado activity is concentrated in the 
southeast U.S. and along the Gulf Coast. As spring (March/May) progresses, tornado 
occurrence moves north and west across the central Mississippi and Ohio River Valleys. By 
summer (June/August) the potential threat of tornadoes has spread across the continental 
United States and Southern Canada. During autumn (September/November), tornadic activity 
gradually retreats to the south and southeast sections of the country and is often associated 
with hurricanes. 
 
This seasonal drift is principally caused by the increase of warm, Gulf moisture into the central 
part of the country during spring and summer, decreasing during the fall and winter. The mixing 
which occurs when the moist Gulf air clashes with contrasting colder, drier air from the north and 
northwest contributes to the triggering of tornadoes. 
 
Minnesota lies along the north edge of the region of maximum tornado occurrence in the United 
States. Tornado Alley, as that part of the central U.S. has come to be known. 
 

What was the deadliest tornado in Minnesota History? 

 

What tornado produced the most injuries? 

 

From 1950 to 2016, how many tornadoes doe Minnesota average per year? 

 

 

http://www.spc.noaa.gov/faq/tornado/stalley.gif

