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Linwood Monroe Arts Plus 

Community Meeting, April 21, 2016 
 
Locations: Lower Campus (K-3/Linwood): 1023 Osceola 
Ave.; Upper Campus (PreK, 4-8/Monroe): 810 Palace Ave.  

 
 

Public Questions and Comments 
 
The following questions and comments were collected from audience members attending a community 
meeting at Linwood Monroe Arts Plus on April 21, 2016, regarding planned facility improvement 
projects at the Linwood/Lower Campus. Answers responding to the general themes these questions 
represent are available online at: http://www.spps.org/Page/22987. 
 
VARIANCES AND ZONING 

 

1.  Thank you for adjusting the plan. It is a good start but not sure it goes far enough. Is this the right 

site for this change? 

2. What does a school that meets the zoning requirements look like? We want to see this!! 35% lot 

coverage. 

3. The proposed plans don't effectively use the existing building (no classrooms). If you insist on K-4 

you need 100% effective, ALL NEW, repositioned building that meets zoning requirements. 

4. Why aren't any neighbors included in the planning? 

5. What alternatives were considered to increasing enrollment as Linwood? 

6. If the variances don't pass, what is the plan? 

7. Will you put all the presentations online? 

8. Do you have the plans for us or online with dimensions? 
 
FOOTPRINT SIZE 

9. Considerations for accessibility, site connectivity and service do not require the site footprint to be 
expanded. Why does SPPS not make these corrections for their own sake? These changes should 
occur independent of increased programming on site. 

10. Why not just improve ADA without increasing programming? 

11. Why aren't we using existing spaces? 

12. How will increasing student count affect health and programming? 

13. Putting this many students in the building is like sending students to school in crowded project – NO,  
NO. 

14. Oppose expansion plan - not fair to students housed into small footprint. 

15. Does not fit in neighborhood. 

http://www.spps.org/Page/22987
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16. Neighborhood was not informed until 2 weeks ago. Goal should be smaller - less intense to nourish 
both the arts and education development. 

 
PLAYGROUND AND GREEN SPACE 
 

17. When I was a student here the weather was colder, we had more snow, but we always had school. 
Parents are giving excuses more and more. 

18. The playground created memories that have lasted for over a decade. Take that away, you isolate 
the children from their environment, (vitamin D deficiency to name one) and the world isn't this 
perfect place. This virtual place. 

19. You can't play kick ball in the smaller area. 

20. Take out the playground and you reduce the space for kids to play - becomes more dense. 

21. Don't need an extra playground for Pre-K, push the building into that direction and leave the green 
space. 

22. I worked at the Linwood campus with Minnesota Reading Corps. I would like the expansion plan to 
balance the needs of the arts curriculum and building modernization, and the neighborhood green 
and play space. It is important to me that the playground and green space remain and the site isn't 
overcrowded. Thanks. 

 
SHADING 

23. As a neighbor who lives across the street on Fairmount I'm OK with the building going higher if we 
can save more green space. This will mean more shade in my yard but this is an OK trade off. I've 
talked to neighbors who agree. 

24. Shading. Can grass grow? 
 
 
PARKING/TRAFFIC 
 

25. How will increasing the number of children/sq. footage affect these children's health (e.g., childhood 
obesity) and mental stimulation? 

26. How will the parking lot be controlled? (We do not want more traffic on weekends or grand days 
from people shopping on grand.) 

27. Why can't the property on Lexington and Rt 5 be utilized for the increased student body? 

28. Absolutely oppose the expansion up or out. 

29. Neighborhood can't handle additional traffic and buses.  

30. Why are you creating more parking spots than you need? 

31. Why not use those S.F. for the kids vs. the cars? 

 
PLAYGROUND 
 

32. SAVE THE PLAYGROUND. I like the playground a lot so please don't destroy it.  

33. Please save the playground. I like playing on it. It is fun.  
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34. This project was done with limited and insufficient community engagement until after the variance 
requests were filed. 

35. Good meeting in your plan of special needs. 

36. Needing three variances is a clear gutting of the city planning process and neighborhood (district) 
planning process. Why have a plan if variances are sued as a go around the legitimate citizen 
involved process? 

37. The playground was built with toil, sweat and mud. Air Force Reserve people built it with us in the 
pouring rain. 

38. Your efforts directly contradict the type of work the A/A design team with local communities 
throughout MN. 

39. The playground is used all weekend long by the COMMUNITY. The Linwood rec center park is too far 
away! Where will these kids go with the playground so small?   

 
INTERNAL SPACE 

40. What were the compromises INSIDE the building to make this revised plan?? Reduction in gym, 
cafeteria, classroom, auditorium? 

41. How many pull out, ELL sessions happen in a public place (hallway, vestibule? today? With new 
plan? 

 
PROGRAM; EARLY EDUCATION 

42. What evidence that "sustainability and programming and additional opportunities" come with 
economies of scale?" 

43. In other words how would a student benefit from a larger building? 

44. Why do we need to bring ECFE and Pre-K to a school that already has such a tiny lot? 

45. I love the new plan! But I still don't understand why the 4th grade has to move from Monroe. Pre-K 
and ECFE, yes but why 4th grade? 

 
AIR QUALITY 

46. What is proposed as far as AC or any type of relief for students and staff in the warmer months? I 

have heard of teachers passing out from heat, especially on the 2d and 3d floor.  

ALTERNATIVE SITES 

47. Why does Tom Parent say the Riverside Elem. lot is too small at 5.4 acres, but this site isn't too 

small? 

48. Since we know that Linwood sits on one of the smallest properties in the district 1.8 acres, and it 

sounds like the district has big plans for major expansion of Linwood's student body. What other 

sites or vacant buildings could this burgeoning population inhabit? 

49. Why are you closing/consolidating other schools when those can be used instead of expanding 

Linwood?  Hamline, Galtier, school on West 7th? 
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50. Tom, your map of the student distr. across St. Paul shows that LMAP students come from all of St. 

Paul. Since Galtier is recently renovated and has capacity for planned lower LMAP, why not move 

preK-4 there? 

51. SPPS has four vacant or underused properties within a few miles of this site. What alternatives were 

considered in deciding to increase the student population by 50% at an already crowded site, the 

smallest in the district? 

 

FUNDING/COST 

52. Wayzata can build a new elementary school for $26 million - this addition is $24.9 - which is 57%. 

Your slide suggests we are only at 19% suggesting a new building would cost $78 million. How do 

you figure that? 

53. If the expansion would cost $15 million and replacing the building would cost $45 million, why not 

replace the building? (The reasoning on the slide that addresses this was unclear.) 

54. I have a child in another SPPS that has lost enrichment, teachers, teacher's aides and periodically 

surpasses teacher contracts for the student teacher ratio.  These shortcomings are dramatically 

more important than this addition. What does the budget do to the salary budget availability for 

other schools? 

55. Since the funding for this project is NOT coming from the state, the State Department of Education 

does not review this plan for its academic or educational feasibility. If it were, it would likely not be 

approved. What independent group serves as a reviewer, or does the SPPS get to decide its own 

standards? 

 

GENERAL 

56. Irrespective of the site issues, which proposed plan is best for the SCHOOL?  The previous plan or 

the revised plan? 

 

 
### 


