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From the Principal
Families, Students and Staff:

Please join us on Monday, March 27 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

for an evening with SPPS’s Interim Superintendent,
John Thein. Superintendent Thein will be discussing
the 2017-18 budget and its impact on schools. He’ll
also answer questions from those in attendance.
Let’s have a great turnout of our Como community to
be in conversation with Dr. Thein. Be sure to save
the date!!!! This meeting with Dr. Thein will be in lieu
of our monthly Parent and Community Council
meeting that was scheduled for March 21.
Photo, Leila Navidi, Star Tribune.

Good News

Great Things Happening at Como

Congratulations to Carole Whitney who has
been named a semifinalist for this year’s Minnesota Teacher of the Year.

Como gives a

huge shout out to Carole for her contributions to
Como, SPPS and the many students whose lives
she has touched. The winner will be announced
on may 7. Good Luck Carole!!!!!!!

Amazing! Your Marine Corps JROTC Academic Team has competed against
more that 2,000 high school programs across the country. They are in the
top 3% of the nation’s academic teams to advance to the National JROTC

Leadership & Academic Bowl, held in Washington, D.C. June 23-27, 2017.

The trip is an all-expense paid event. Your students have put hundreds of
hours into this competition and without a doubt is a great news story.

Student Success
Our two Como Culinary Teams are busy preparing for our SPPS
Citywide Competition at Saint Paul College on March 15th.

Our Menu Items are:
Team 1:

Starter: Glass Noodle Seafood
Salad
Entree: Vegetarian Pho
Dessert: Coconut Rice Pudding
with Lemon grass Curd

Team 2:

Starter: Tomato Mozzarella Salad
topped with a Sweet Basil Vinaigrette
Entree: Homemade Beef Ravioli with
Fresh Tomato Sauce (pasta made
from scratch)
Dessert: White Chocolate Mousse in
a lemon cup topped with Raspberry
Sauce & Sugar Work

COMO FAMILIES:

"The district Office of Teaching and Learning has made a final decision on
our scheduling options for the 2017-2018 school year. The schedules for
grades 6-12 and grades 9-12 will NOT change in the 2017-2018 school year.
District leadership has decided that any scheduling changes or modifications should be the decision of the new superintendent. Given this decision
from our current district leadership, Como Park will retain the seven period
day for the 2017-18 school year." As more information is provided by the
Office of Teaching and Learning, we will keep you updated.

Get Involved

Student Community,
Resources and Opportunities.

Any student interested in taking AP exam(s) this May should sign up online at

https://goo.gl/forms/K36kJzxWsrjbpu1o2.

Any questions, please contact Molly McCurdy at molly.mccurdy@spps.org

Hello Everyone,

I am sending out an invitation to support this year’s Como Park Girls Softball team by

purchasing a ticket to the annual Dinner/ Fundraiser event, held at the Nickel Joint (501
Blair Avenue, St. Paul) on Saturday, March 25, 2017 beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Tickets

cost $15 and include great food and beverage (all you can eat pulled pork, pop, and
beer), and many door prizes and drawings.

Most importantly, you will enjoy the evening surrounded by hundreds of Como HS

Community supporters. Many staff have attended over the past years and will assure
you of a fun and enjoyable event! You may see me for tickets (room 1202)
Thank you

John Fischbach

Parent News
Updates for Grading and Registration
Quarter 3 Progress Marks are finalized and ready to view in the Parent Portal in Campus.
Progress Marks report cards will be mailed home. Watch for them on Monday.

Conferences are next week, Thursday, March 16 from 4:00
pm to 7:00 pm in the school Cafeteria. Please come.

Course registration for School Year 2017-2018 will
begin this Spring. Students will receive registration
information in Advisory. Students will register
online this year. Parents will be able to see on the
Parent Portal what courses students have selected.

Thursday, March 16 from 4:00-7:00pm, we will have Parent-Teacher Conferences and
all are invited to try the new district BLENDER BIKE, a wellness fitness bike that will
make delicious fruit smoothies for you as you wait to speak with the teachers!

On March 20, the Office of Multilingual Learning will host a parent

night for families to hear about ELL programming and services.
The St. Paul Public Schools Office of Multilingual Learning provides services to our
students through: The ELL Programs, Dual Language Immersion Programs in Spanish,
French, Hmong and Mandarin, Language and Culture Enrichment in Hmong, Karen,
Somali and Latino Consent Decree. Event details are listed below:

Parents: See your student grades on schoology & campus!
Login @ www.spps.org/onestop (parents use their g# & password)
Password Problems or Reset? Contact Aaron Bryant
(aaron.bryant@spps.org or 651-744-2591)

Third Quarter Parent-Teacher Conferences
Thursday March 9th. 4:00-7:00pm.

We will have fun with the district’s new Blender Bike
with which you can make delicious fruit smoothies
while you wait in line for your teacher!

The Como Booster Club 3rdAnnual Fundraiser
to support extracurricular programs, clubs, activities and sports.

At the Urban Growler Sunday, March 12 from 4:00-8:00pm
at 2325 Endicott St, Saint Paul • Tickets On Sale Now!

NEW This Year – LIVE JAZZ MUSIC!
BUY TICKETS NOW!

Tickets are for sale in the school office, during sports events and
online at signup.com/go/v1HYPJ
1 Ticket = 1 meal, 1 beverage (beer, soda or coffee)
Great chances to WIN great prizes! Must be 21+ to win.
ADULTS: $20 in advance, $25 at the door ($10 tax deductible)
YOUTH: $15 in advance, $20 at the door ($7 tax deductible)

All seniors who need to make
up credits at ALC night school should
see their counselor ASAP.

Spring Parent Teacher conferences is March 16th from 4:00-7:00 p.m.

Camera Donations Welcome
If you have working film or digital cameras
that you no longer use, please consider
donating them to the Art Department. They
can be point and shoot or SLR type cameras, film or digital. Even if you are not sure
if they work, your donations are welcome.
Other items that will be accepted could be
camera bags or accessories. Donations
can be dropped off in the Office or students
can bring them to Mr. McIntyre in room
1220. His contact number is 651-744-5396
or e-mail at jason.mcintyre@spps.org.

Sports
The athletic department “cougar

closet” has been stocked with new items!
There are also new items available to

order. Go to our school website, athletic
page and click on the left sidebar for the
photo gallery. Let either Nate Galloway,

our AD, or myself, the athletic superclerk,
know if you would like to purchase/order
any of the pieces.

Motivational Thoughts

By: Mr. Donnell Gibson

Hello Educational family,
We must free our students from their incarcerated mentality. We can start by sharing
some of our difficult times, the things, the people, and the processes that got us through.
Our students are sometimes in a slump about things that they have going on, or are expe-

riencing in life. Sparking these types of creative and courageous
conversations can reflect that of a family who is bonding.
In our student’s minds teachers are not ones to get close to.
This is absolutely false. You all are perfect examples of amazing
adults who inspire our students to achieve greatness. Many of
us were troubled and struggled as well as sometimes were class
clowns in school, but we managed to make it through and graduate. Sometimes we need to hear each other’s stories and find the
connections and similarities in order to understand that life is
tough, but educators are a lot tougher then we get credit for.
We’re in a very difficult field with many rewards. The youth whose
lives we touch outweigh the few grey hairs that come with the work.
Let’s start our bonding by adding a great big smile to our new hair
color ;-)
“The mirror is where one can find the greatest person for changing
the world” -Mr. D
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