Dec 2, 2019 Newsletter
Upcoming
Events
Parent- Teacher
Conferences
December 12
Time: 4-7p
Murray Winter Concert
December 12 @6:30pm
Choir Concert
December 16 @7pm
No School-Thanksgiving
November 28 & 29

Sports
Girls Basketball
11/29 (Hamline Tourney) v St.
Michael Albertville @2:45pm
11/30 v (Hamline Tourney)
Bloomington Kennedy
@11:45
Hockey Boys
11/29 v Red Falls lake @7pm
@ Cardin-Hunt Arena
Boys Basketball
12/2 v Edison @7pm
@Edison

From the Principal
The Importance of the Home–School Connection
Conferences are December 12th from 3:00-7:00 PM. As a school community, we know
that communication between families and schools is one of the keys to student success.
There are many ways that you can communicate with teachers throughout the school
year. The Parent–Teacher Conference is a special opportunity for you to talk with the
teacher, with the support of an interpreter, if needed, about your child’s individual
progress.
Parent–Teacher Conferences give you a chance to:
● Share insights about your child
● Find out about your child’s learning and progress
● Discuss any challenges your child is having—or any of your own concerns
● Ask for extra help for your child, such as academic support
● Learn about special programs, supplemental services, or outside resources
Conference time with each teacher is limited so we can make sure to accommodate all
families. Please do not hesitate to schedule a longer meeting time with your child’s team
if needed.
Parent Seminar-Mental Health
During conferences, the Como Park Senior High counseling team will be presenting a
parent seminar on mental health signs and resources for support. There will be two
sessions: 4:15-4:45 and again 6:00-6:30 in the library. In addition, our Gear Up for
College Readiness team will have community resources available for families to provide
even more information about this important issue. Please plan your attendance at
conferences to be able to attend one of these scheduled events while also making time to
connect with each of your child’s teachers.
In partnership,
Stacy Theien-Collins

Staff Highlights

Hey Como Families! My name is Becky Mendoza, and I’m the licensed school
counselor for the class of 2022 (10th graders). This is my first year at Como and in
SPPS, and I also serve on the Minnesota School Counselor Association board.
Before counseling, I taught music in grades 4-12 in rural Wyoming. In my three years
of teaching, I realized how much I enjoyed helping students navigate all aspects of
life--academics, social/emotional needs, and college/career prep. That lead me to
pursue my counseling master’s degree at the University of Minnesota. Outside of
school, I enjoy traveling with my spouse, good food, fitness and catching up on my
favorite shows. If you have any local favorites, I’d love to check them out! Thank you
for welcoming me as a part of the Como team, and I look forward to meeting you!

What’s Happening in the Community
‘Green’ cemetery opens in Twin Cities
In the Catholic tradition, the body upon death is re-committed to the earth, “for we are dust, and to dust we shall return.”
Some people are taking this belief to heart again, with a desire to have a more organic, less industrial approach to death and burial.
The Catholic Cemeteries consists of five locations that have served the Twin Cities Catholic community since 1856. Their Resurrection Cemetery in
Mendota Heights has recently become what is known as a hybrid cemetery. It contains a traditional cemetery, and a newly created natural burial
allotment on a nearly three-acre restored prairie.
As gravesites in the allotment become occupied, native perennial flowers and grasses will cover them. Eventually, the natural burial area will become a
peaceful, uninterrupted prairie maintained in perpetuity along with rest of the grounds.
What is a natural burial?
Catholic Cemeteries Executive Director Joan Gezik said, “We’ve been studying the natural burial concept for the last eight years. Our allotment was just
blessed and dedicated by St. Paul Arch Bishop Hebda on Memorial Day 2019. Our mission is to bury the dead – not just Catholics. The first of several
sections that we’ve opened can hold 40 graves, and we have sold over half of them.”
A natural burial cemetery can use machinery to dig graves, but no chemicals are used to prepare the bodies of the deceased or to maintain the
cemetery grounds. In the natural burial process, the bodies of the deceased, and the earth to which they return, are treated with reverence.
In a natural burial, the deceased is placed directly into the ground where it decomposes naturally — without embalming fluid, and without a burial vault.
The remains of the deceased are placed directly in the earth, allowing the body to decompose naturally.
If the body is clothed, the clothing must be made of natural fibers such as cotton, linen, wool, or silk that will decompose over time. The garments must
be free of all plastic and metal such as buttons, zippers, and hooks. Jewelry, belt buckles, and other materials that are not biodegradable cannot be
buried along with the deceased.
The body of the deceased may be washed, wrapped in a cloth shroud made of natural fiber, and placed in a grave – which at Resurrection Cemetery is
dug to four feet deep. The wrapped body can also be placed in an open or closed container made of biodegradable material like pine, wicker, or
bamboo.
Rather than placing individual headstones or markers on grave sites, the names of the deceased, along with their birth and death years, are listed on a
permanent community monument in the natural burial area. The cemetery office will also maintain burial records, and a grid map with the approximate
location of each burial site.
Costs associated with a natural burial are less than those of a conventional burial. The purchase of a gravesite includes a contribution to the permanent
burial site care fund, and the cost of memorializing a name on the common memorial. The internment (grave opening and closing) fee is paid at the time
of burial; with natural burial, no outer burial container is required by law.
The natural burial area at Resurrection Cemetery is located at the southwest corner of the Chapel Mausoleum. Access it from the front of the
mausoleum by following the sidewalk along the west side of the building. Resurrection Cemetery is located at 2105 Lexington Ave. S. in Mendota
Heights.

Como Park Announcements
BOOSTER CLUB FALL 2019 GRANT APPLICATIONS

Como Clubs, Teams and Departments - submit your applications for grants to support extracurricular activities
between Mon. November 18th and Wed. December 4, 2019. ***NEW THIS YEAR -- Applications will be by Google
Form: https://forms.gle/57DnzTh5zKaUbK52A ***
*See the Booster Club's Grants page https://www.spps.org/Page/29473 for details about the application process.
Questions: comoparkboosterclub@gmail.com

Saturday School here at Como HS
Attention Parents & Students
We have started Saturday school for students that arrive tardy to school consistently or continue to skip classes during the
school day. We are notifying parents by a blackboard connect call and we will remind your child that Friday. Saturday
school will be from 8:30-11am. There is no outside food! If students do not attend Saturday school they will be dismissed
or will have to make up Saturday school the following week. If you have any questions please feel free to contact Sarita,
Gail, or Ms. Pierce.
Thank you for your continued support!

Senior All-Night Party Planning Meeting
Tuesday, Nov 19, 6:30pm
Please meet in the high school Commons area.
Half of our planners left with their graduates last year so we could use some fresh faces to make those hard-hitting
decisions like: When to serve the pizza? Crepe-paper or tinsel? How to organize the bag check? We have a solid
template from years past but are always looking to improve. Also, we will need a new chair next year, so it is important for
SOPHOMORE parents to get involved so there is SOMEONE to hand the reins to.
Here is an ideal schedule of involvement:
Sophomore parents - in training, help plan, and cover a shift at the party to get a feel for the action.
Junior parents - chair and organize party - primary volunteers at party.
Senior parents - phew! Hard part is over: assist new organizers and maybe cover a shift at the party if not enough junior
parents sign up.
Questions? stepholson2@yahoo.com

Login to Campus Parent and iUpdate

**Instructions for Completing the 2019-20 Back-to-School iUpdate**
Parents and guardians will:
● Complete all, annually-required school and district forms including the Technology Use Agreement (for
student iPad use), field trip and media permission forms.
● Add or change primary and/or alternative addresses to ensure accurate school-bus transportation to and
from home and/or childcare addresses. Please complete iUpdate by the deadline of August 16, 2019
to ensure accurate first day of school transportation.
● Indicate interest in Extended Day for Learning (EDL) or Flipside programming (grades KG-8).
● Indicate interest in fall sports (grades 9-12).

To begin, go to spps.org/onestop.
●
●
●
●

Click the Campus Parent button under Quick Links.
Click Login.
Enter your One Stop username and password.
Click the link “CLICK HERE TO BEGIN.”

●

If you DO NOT remember your One Stop
Username and/or Password
● Online: Go to spps.org/onestop and click
the Reset/Recover Password button.
Please note: You must have your email
address or phone number listed in your
child’s school records.
If you DO NOT remember your One Stop
Username and/or password.
● By Phone:
● Between July 16 and August 12
call the One Stop Support Line at
651-744-5145.
● After August 1 contact your child’s
school.

●

Reset/Recover Password

Assistance: Enrollment 651-632-3700 • Transportation: 651-696-9600 • EDL/Flipside 651-487-7386 •
One Stop Technical Support 651-744-5145 or onestop@spps.org

SHERIDAN AT COMO
We are now offering the Sheridan weekend food program here at
Como Park. If you would like to sign
Up to become apart of this program, you can get an application in
the main office and return to main office.
Como Park Booster Club
The Como Park Booster Club would like to invite any staff
and parents to our meeting, Tuesday Nov 12th at 6:30-8:00
in the Counseling Conference room. Come learn about the
amazing opportunities for supporting the students and staff at
Como Park Senior High. If you have any questions please
feel free to contact us at comoparkboosterclub@gmail.com

Stay up to date on good news and
upcoming events Follow Como Park High School on
Twitter ComoPark_HS

Please consider supporting our Give to the Max day efforts.
Use the link below to learn more.

https://www.givemn.org/organization/Comoparkhigh
schoolboosterclub

www.facebook.com/Como-Park-Se
nior-High-100564780025476/

The Counselor's
Corner
A full-ride scholarship is available for any senior interested in the University of Virginia. You must be
nominated by your school counselors. For more information, please visit:
www.jeffersonscholars.org/scholarship
Como will be offering online credit recovery after school starting Qtr 2. More details to come!
Students looking to participate in Post-secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) at St. Paul College,
Como will be offering the Accuplacer on-site on Nov. 19th and Nov. 20th. Please see Ms. Leedra
Yang in the CCC.
The district will continue with ACT test preparation for juniors. Registration will be available Nov. 1st.
See link for session dates: https://www.spps.org/occrtestprepd

Seniors will have their first Senior Meeting on Monday, November 11th during period 2 in the
auditorium.
Students interested in the St. Paul College's Career Pathways Program: Business, Management and
Administration or Medical Careers/Nursing Assistant should see their school counselor for an
application. Deadline is Dec. 1st.
In November, counselors and Get Ready staff will be administering a survey through advisory.

Reminder that parent(s)/guardian(s) can make appointment with their child's school counselor online.
Find the link on the Counseling Department website: https://www.spps.org/domain/243
In November, counselors and Get Ready staff will be administering a survey through advisory for 9th
and 12th graders. Please contact the school to opt your child out of the survey.

Title 1 information
The Title I program provides supplemental educational services to ensure that all children have a fair, equal,
and significant opportunity to obtain a high quality education. Title I helps schools provide world-class
educational opportunities to all students.
Our Mission:
Recognizing the ability of all students to master challenging academic standards and the necessity of strong
family involvement, Saint Paul Public Schools Office of Title I Federal Programs ensures increased and
improved educational opportunities for all students. The Office Title I Federal Programs serves Public and Non
Public schools with a high incidence of poverty, Homeless students, and those residing in Neglected and
Delinquent Institutions by reducing barriers to learning, effectively communicating with parents, community and
staff and by implementing Federal and State statute to achieve strategic goals.
PARENT’S RIGHT TO KNOW TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
Under the Every Student Succeeds Act, parents have the right to request information regarding the
professional qualifications of their student’s classroom teachers and paraprofessionals. Parents who would like
to receive this information should write to the Human Resource Department, Attn: ESSA Teacher
Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. You have the
right to ask for the following information about each of your child’s classroom teacher(s).
Information about whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and
subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction;
Information about whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which
state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived;
Information about whether the teacher is teaching (subjects or content) in which proper certification is held by
the teacher.
Information about whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.
More information and other languages available on the Como website spps.org/Domain/2335
Learn more about your Como’s academic performance:
rc.education.state.mn.us/#mySchool/orgId--10625212000__p--3

For More information on the The Family Engagement Plan and School Family Compact
https://www.spps.org/domain/2335

