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I love math class with Mr. Klemme! - Murray student
My favorite part of the week is that I get to see my friends again. - Murray student
I love being in beginning band because I get to play the trumpet! - Murray student
The best part of my week is that I get to have my favorite teacher, Mr. Hayden. Murray student

>>>
September 22, 2022
Title 1 Annual Meeting
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September 29, 2022
School Picture Day
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The above quotes are just a very small fraction of the wonderful experiences our
students are having.
School is underway and the buzz of our staff and students is electric. It is so exciting
to walk through the school and see our students and staff engaging in activities that
build and strengthen community. One of the many bright spots from this week was
that we were able to hold a Core Value assembly for our students. A Core Value
assembly is held each quarter and highlights one of four identified core values that
Murray stands by. I began this practice 10 years ago with the intent of helping our
students become strong individuals and strong community members. Our Core
Value for quarter one is Dignity. Dignity is defined as the state of being worthy of
respect and is something every person is born with. As we continue to reinforce this
core value throughout the quarter and year, we ask that families have conversations
about what it means to have dignity, what a person can do for others to honor their
dignity and what actions like this can do to strengthen a school community.
While talking about dignity, the beginning of the school year is also the perfect time to
have conversations about goal setting for the school year. Goals can be academic,
social, emotional, etc. Our students are going to grow and change quite a bit in the
next nine months. We want to continue preparing them to have the skills of mapping
out personal goals, creating plans to achieve those goals and then following through
and working toward those goals.
Celebrations:
Core Value Assembly - We held our first core value assembly in years now that
restrictions have lifted. Along with academics, our goal is to also support the
character development of our young Pilots. The smiles and chants from our
students, especially our 6th graders, gave me goosebumps!
Murray Middle School Alum Gives Back - Murray alum, Xander Jacobsen, chose
Murray for his Eagle Scout project this summer. Xander worked to enhance an
untended area near our parking lot with environmentally appropriate shrubs and
mulch. It looks great and on behalf of Murray, we are so very grateful for Xander
giving back to our school! Thank you, Xander! You are a Pilot for life. :)
Murray PTO starting up again! - We are very excited for the Murray Parent Teacher
Organization to get up and running again. Our first meeting will take place later this
month. If you are interested, please contact Ms. Stefanie Folkema at
stefanie.folkema@spps.org for more information.
Your Co-Pilot,

Jamin McKenzie
Principal, Murray Middle School
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One child, one teacher, one book, one pen
can change the world. Malala Yousafzai

Hello, my name is Michelle Bierman. I am
excited to be at Murray Middle School as
an Assistant Principal. I am excited to
have our students and families back at
school for the 22-23 school year!

Hello, my name is Ryan Eggers and I am
honored to be serving as an Assistant
Principal here at Murray Middle School. I am
entering my 10th year at Murray. Before
becoming an Assistant Principal, I spent six
years working with our incredible Murray
community as an 8th grade teacher. The
dedication and collaborative nature of our
staff is what I find most rewarding for our
students as we are always finding new,
creative means to support their learning.

Hello, my name is Jamin McKenzie and I
am the proud principal here at Murray
Middle School. Welcome to a new school
year, Pilots! I am in this business because
I love working with kids. Seeing all of those
smiles and all of that excitement as
students and staff are walking in to start a
new school year is something I look
forward to every fall. With a new school
year comes all of the unknowns, the new
discoveries, the numerous challenges, the
endless
questions
and
the
new
relationships. These are all of the things
that make working in education the best job
in the world!
I am entering my 21st year in Saint Paul
Public Schools and my 10th year at Murray.
I began my career as a science teacher at
Battle Creek Middle School and still have a
love of everything astronomy. My family
consists of my wonderful wife Lisa and our
twin children Jadon and Isabelle, who are
15 years old and entering 10th grade. Our
family enjoys time at the family cabin,
golfing together and supporting our kids in
their sporting events.
I am excited to begin a new school year as
I continue to serve our Murray community.
As a staff, we are very fortunate to have
such a dedicated community and to be
educating your young scholars. We thank
you for this opportunity and we look forward
to another great year!
Welcome to all and ….Go Pilots!

I am a proud Saint Paul resident and have
been part of Saint Paul Schools for over 23
years. I started as a high school teacher
at Highland Park Senior High School
teaching History of Americas, Civics, Asian
Studies, African American History, and
Economics.
I continued my work
supporting social studies teachers at the
district level, working in the teaching and
learning department, and then racial equity
and gender equity. Most recently, I was
the Assistant Principal at Open World
Learning (OWL).
I graduated from Minnesota State
University with a BS in Social Studies,
University of St. Thomas with my Masters
of Teaching, and University of Minnesota
with my Administrator’s license. When I am
not at school, my wife and I spend time
with our nieces and nephews, dogs, and
ride around town on our scooters. Think
Vespa. I like to travel, read, kayak, and
teach. I teach as an adjunct professor at
Metropolitan State University in their Urban
Education Program.
My belief is that each student has many
talents and gifts. We, as adults, just need
to get to know students, provide
opportunities for them to be themselves,
challenge each student academically, and
add some fun into the mix to bring out the
best in each student.
I am proud to be a co-pilot at Murray!
Please stop by and say hello. I look
forward to meeting our new families and
students and welcoming back our current
students and families.

After completing my undergraduate work at
the University of Minnesota Duluth, I began
teaching high school social studies at
Brooklyn Center Secondary. While working
with our Data Analysis Team, I fell in love
with numbers and pursued an additional
licensure in mathematics to bring a new lens
on how to approach problem solving and
make math more culturally relevant. In 2013,
I joined St. Paul Public Schools as an
Algebra 1, Geometry and AVID elective
teacher. Being a lifelong learner, I continued
to improve upon my craft by receiving my
Masters in Leadership Education and
Administrative License from the University of
Minnesota Twin Cities.
When I am away from school, I am spending
time with my wife Nakeea and our two boys,
Maddox and Miles. We enjoy traveling, hiking
and scouring the cities for the best new
cuisines. You could say we’re “foodies” but
we only occasionally Instagram our plates.
I believe all children are unique and must
have a stimulating educational environment
where they can grow physically, mentally,
emotionally, and socially. When these needs
are met, students are more willing to share
their ideas, take risks and be their true,
authentic self.
I am excited for our new school year and I
look forward to building positive relationships
with our students, families, and Murray
community. Go Pilots!!

Recognition!!
Murray’s Own Physical Education Teacher Dewayne Combs!
MPR News with Angela Davis
https://www.mprnews.org/episode/2022/08/01/bicycling-and-bike-routes-surging-ahead-in-minnesota

Bicycling
and bike
routes
surging
ahead in
Minnesota |
MPR News
Bicycling is
growing in more
ways than one in
Minnesota. During
the COVID-19
pandemic bike
sales shot up and
more people
started biking
recreationally..
City and regional
planners are also
...
www.mprnews.org

The Flipside afterschool program at Murray Middle will begin Monday 10/10/22!
Monday – Thursday: 3:00 – 5:00
Flipside provides Murray students with a variety of classes that offer academic support as well as enrichment
activities. Flipside also provides students with an afterschool snack. The goal of Flipside is to provide our
students with opportunities to explore and discover their passion in a safe, structured, and supportive
environment.
New Addition:
A French class will now be offered twice a week after school through Flipside! Murray’s own Ms. Decourt will
be sharing her expertise of French language and culture. Check out the class description below and look to
sign-up for French and/or other classes when the Flipside registration is sent out in the next week or so.
French – This is a beginner French class that will explore the language and the many Francophone cultures.
French is spoken around the entire globe! We will learn some speaking but also reading, writing, and
listening. We can cook some cultural foods and watch some films. There is so much to learn!
Flipside will have two sessions during the year, 10/10/22 – 1/19/23 and 1/30/23 – 5/11/23.
Please reach out with any questions!
Jenna Joswiak – Flipside Coordinator
651-774-3189 / jenna.joswiak@spps.org

