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If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you want to go far, go together. African
Proverb
Making connections and partnering with our families for the benefit of our young
Pilots is critical to the success of our school community. We had our first PTO
meeting in years the other night and had 14 families join us. It was why I chose the
above quote. Together, we can go far. As I begin my 10th year at Murray, this
brings me great excitement to engage with families through a Parent Teacher
Organization. I thank those that have stepped up to find ways to support students,
staff and families and want our community to know that we are always seeking to
hear multiple perspectives. If you could not make it to the first meeting and/or are
interested in how you can engage with the PTO, please feel free to reach out to Ms.
Stefanie Folkema at stefanie.folkema@spps.org . Minutes for PTO meetings can
be found on our Murray website at https://www.spps.org/murray under the
“Families” tab.

>>>
September 28, 2022
School Picture Day

Another example of connecting was our successful Title 1 Curriculum Open House
event that was held Thursday night. We had approximately 250 visitors that we
welcomed and introduced to the exciting learning that is taking place in our Pilot’s
classes. We had a raffle at the end of the event where I thought the kids were
going to smother me! Note to self, our kids LOVE raffles!
Have a wonderful first weekend of fall.

Celebrations:

October 3, 2022
Murray PACT Meeting
5:00pm – 6:30pm

#Pilotprops of the week. Mr. Rogers would like to celebrate Elsa Washington.
Elsa does high quality work and is a positive influence for her peers. She
demonstrates the Murray Way every day and shows a willingness to learn and
participates in class. Way to go, Elsa!

October 13, 2022
Family/Teacher Conferences
4:00pm – 7:00pm

#Pilotprops of the week. Ms. Stedje would like to celebrate Khamani Jenkins.
Khamani has shown great leadership and passion for our classroom community
since day one! He supports his fellow classmates and is a positive role model in our
learning space. Well done, Khamani!

October 18, 2022
Family/Teacher Conferences
4:00pm – 7:00pm
October 20-21, 2022
No School – State-wide Teacher
Meetings
October 27, 2022
School Picture Day Retakes

Your Co-Pilot,

Jamin McKenzie
Principal, Murray Middle School

Sixth Grade

Eighth Grade

Math with Mr. Klemme:
I’ve been very impressed with this
group so far this year. Their energy
and excitement is a great vibe here
at Murray. The students have taken
the Advanced Placement Test and
are beginning their work in class. We
start our class with some review
skills they’ve had in 4th and 5th grade
to keep those things fresh, and then
we explore the 6th grade skills. Our
first unit is on Prime and Composite
numbers, Least Common Multiple
and the Greatest Common Factor.
All the work that the students put into
learning those basic facts is going to
be a huge help to kick off the year.

Science with Ms. Atkinson:
In 8th grade earth science, we have
been learning the foundations of
scientific explanations and using the
engineering design process to solve
problems. We created multiple
iterations of an obstacle course for
mini robots called Hexbugs. We
designed and built bridges that held
over 100 marbles out of spaghetti,
toothpicks, and marshmallows. We
reviewed science safety and now are
going to start our introduction to
chemistry and density unit!

Science with Mr. Chase:
This week we will continue our work
with measurement of length, volume,
and mass. The students are being
very precise while using the metric
system. The assessment on these
topics
(metric
system
and
measurement) will come next week,
probably on Sept. 29th.

Seventh Grade
Math with Mr. Klemme:
I’ve seen lots of familiar faces to start
the year. Some of these students
really grew tall over the summer,
holy cow!
We are going to start out with
reviewing the orders of operation and
exponents. Then it will be types of
numbers and the basic operations to
calculate with those numbers. Our
work will focus on Rational numbers
and Integers and use those to add,
subtract, multiply, and divide. Many
of these skills were started in 6th
grade and we will continue to build
these skills here in 7th.
Social Studies with Ms. Atchison
& Ms. Newman:
In American Studies, 7th graders
have begun thinking and doing the
work of historians. We have been
focusing on what history is, why it is
important, and which stories are
being told. Currently, we are studying
the US Civil War and exploring
multiple perspectives as we learn.
Our goals for the year include
understanding absent narratives,
multiple perspectives, researching
primary and secondary sources to
learn what happened and its impact
on us today.

Social Studies with Mr. Aal:
"This week in Global Studies
students
are
exploring
what
geographers do and why it is an
important field. They have been
introduced to the two main branches
of geography: physical and human.
Students are also getting their first
glimpse of what the process of
geographic inquiry might look like."

Science
We have discussed lab safety using
the district adopted safety contract
(see below) and have taken our first
test on lab safety. Both of these have
been entered into the Schoology
gradebook. If your student did not
get a satisfactory grade, please have
them review their questions and they
can retake the safety test (up to 3
times) and I will give them the
highest score.

ALL 6th GRADE STUDENTS RECEIVED THEIR FREE HISTORY
PASS IN MN STUDIES

Staff Spotlight

FAQ:
Sixth graders can go to any MNHS location for FREE! It's a great way for
children to explore history during non-school hours.
Any child who is in 6th grade during the 2022-23 school year is eligible for this
pass. The pass provides free admittance for the 6th grader (not parents or
siblings) to Minnesota Historical Society sites and museums through August 31,
2023. Not valid for field trips, paid programs or specially priced exhibits.
Who may use the 6th Grade MN History Pass? Minnesota students in the 6th
grade during the 2022-2023 school year may use the pass to gain free
admission to MNHS sites and museums. Parents, siblings and others in their
party pay regular admission. Admission prices vary, check the individual sites for
details.
Are there any limitations on the pass? The 6th Grade MN History Pass is not
valid for field trips, paid programs or specially priced exhibits. Only the
cardholder may use the pass. Each cardholder must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian.
How many times may a cardholder visit? A Minnesota 6th grader may visit as
often as he/she would like through August 31, 2023.
Can a lost or stolen pass be replaced? Yes! Please request one online or at
any of our sites or museums during regular open hours.
May I buy a family pass? Yes! Minnesota Historical Society memberships are
available at many levels. Members get free regular admission to all 26 historic
sites and museums, plus more!
https://www.mnhs.org/historypass

Indian Education
Boozhoo (Welcome) Parents!!
My name is Kay Urich and I am a Licensed Alcohol/Drug Counselor/Teacher
with the Indian Education Program at St. Paul Public Schools. I am currently
beginning Drug Prevention/Awareness classes at Murray Middle School this
week. I provide these services to all Native American students. The classes will
be held every Wednesday for 10 weeks. My focus is to provide information on
all alcohol, tobacco, and drugs.
As you may know, we are in the middle of an epidemic of opiate use at the
present time. Opiates are a Schedule 1 drug – this class of drugs have no
current medical use and have a high potential for abuse. Drugs in this class
include: heroin, LSD, marijuana, ecstasy, peyote and
methaqualone.
Sadly, our communities have lost students to these drugs. Three in the past
school year. Alcohol and marijuana continue to be “gateway” drugs. Which
means, they have a high probability of leading to other drugs.
If you suspect your child may be using tobacco, (or vaping),
alcohol or other drugs, I would be glad to meet with them. I provide support to
any student needing assistance.
I can be contacted at 651-744-5528 or email: kathryn.urich@spps,org.

Hello, my name is Adriana Cruz
Trevino. I am the attendance clerk in
the main office. This is my fourth
year here at Murray. Yay! My favorite
part of being at Murray is getting to
know our students and families.
Seeing our student’s smiles always
brighten my day.
I have a beautiful second grader who
is a ball of living energy. I am an
RNA, a registered nursing assistant.
This allows me to take care of
veterans during the holidays and
summer. I am fluent in Spanish and I
love to listen to music in Spanish.
Fun fact about me. I have 3 pets; 2
guinea pigs and a tortoise.
In my free time, you can find me at a
playground watching my daughter
have fun. Every now and then, I feel
adventurous and find myself using
the slide with her.
Please reach out with any Murray
questions you may have.
Remember
another.
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Hello Murray Families,
I am excited to announce that the Flipside registration is now open for the fall session!
Flipside is full of awesome after school classes and clubs that are totally free for students to join. Flipside starts on
October 10th and runs from 3 PM - 5 PM on Monday-Thursday. Fall session ends on January 19th and there will be
another round of registration for spring session begins January 30th and goes until May 11th. On non-school days and
days when Murray has conferences, there is no regular program.
Murray Middle School has school busses available to bring students home from Flipside at 5 PM on MONDAYS
AND WEDNESDAYS. Students are eligible to ride these 5 PM Monday/Wednesday busses if they are eligible for a school
day bus and if they participate in Flipside or athletics.
Register online here or students can pick up paper registration forms in the main office or the lunchroom this week and
next. In order for transportation to have a bus route ready for your student by the October 10th start date, registration
forms need to be turned in by September 23rd. Students are able to register after September 23rd, however if they do that
we cannot guarantee that their bus route will be ready in time for the start of program.
Please feel free to email or call me with any questions! I am the Flipside Coordinator here at Murray and am excited to get
to know the students and families at Murray throughout the school year!
Thank you,
Ms. Jenna
Flipside Coordinator, Murray Middle School
jenna.joswiak@spps.org
651-744-3189

Boy Scout Eagle Project
My name is Xander Jacobsen, and for my Boy Scout Eagle Project I chose an
untended area at Murray Middle School to renovate. I chose this work for my
Eagle scout project for several reasons. First, I attended Murray for all 3 years of
Middle School, and I was very happy there and formed connections with many
teachers, especially Tim Chase. I knew I wanted to work with Murray, but I was
not sure what I wanted to do for them. Mr. Chase teaches an environmental
science class at Murray, as well as tending to several other gardens of native
plants, so I felt my project would fit right in at Murray. Second, I am passionate
about Conservation, and I wanted my project to reflect this. In addition to giving
the area a new look, I wanted these plants to be able to add to the learning
experiences of Murray students. I hope for this project to simply look nice for
anybody using the garden space or the parking lot, and I hope that they can be
utilized to learn about plants and the environment.

