Welcome to Our Community • January 2013
Horace Mann is a K-6 elementary
school nestled in St. Paul’s Highland
Park. Our school focuses on servicing
students individually, to help each
achieve academic excellence and total
personal development. We balance
high expectations with a nurturing and
supportive environment.
We are well-known for our exceptional
teaching staff, diverse population, and
test scores among the highest in the
state. The variety of academic and social
opportunities we offer lead the district.
In our small school community, children
aren’t anonymous. They’re welcomed
as they walk through the door each day.
They’re called by name as they walk
the halls. Along with giving students a
true sense of belonging, this increases
their involvement and accountability.
Our staff flames this fire with their experience, enthusiasm, and dedicatation. They are deliberate about helping

each student excel in a caring, effective
learning community.
Families add as much to our school as
students and staff. We count on their
tireless support of school activities,
and are thankful they are so willing to
help in classrooms to expand learning
opportunities for students.
Enriching Changes
We couldn’t be more pleased to
welcome Mr. Dutcher as Horace
Mann’s new Vocal Music Resident.
We first benefited from his talents
last school year when he wrote and
directed the spring musical. As a
member of our staff, he brings a joyfilled learning experience to students.
We are thankful to our PTA for making
Mr. Dutcher’s addition possible.
Also this year, we are supplementing
the district’s Social Studies curriculum
with with an emphasis on map and
globe skills. Special activities include

our November Heritage unit and a
spring geography and history unit on
St. Paul, Minnesota and the United
States. Several Field trips will support
and expand our curriculum.
New Learning Opportunities
Being an election year, the whole
school celebrated our right to vote.
A “Get Out The Vote” rally featured informative and inspirational speeches
from incumbents and challengers,
alike. Students from all grade levels
performed songs, and showed off all
they learned about the United States,
our history and voting rights in a
“Civics Circus.”
Our VISTA Tutoring Program is in its
fourth year. Supplementing classroom
education, volunteer tutors help students build literacy and math skills.
These giving people offer assistance,
support, and positive feedback to grow
students’ self-confidence in themselves
and their academic abilities.

Our Mission: To provide a safe, respectful neighborhood school that builds upon our tradition of high expectations

for all students; nurtures the uniqueness of each child; and ensures that families are connected,
informed, and involved.

MCA Testing: Horace Mann Students Outperform
State and St. Paul Schools
Chart shows percentage of students scoring at the Proficient level in Reading, Math and Science.

100
80
60
Horace Mann School
Saint Paul Schools
Minnesota Schools

40
Reading

Math

Science

Academically and Socially Smarter Kids
We believe that exceptional education
is about more than high test scores.
It is why at Horace Mann School, we
strive to prepare our students both
academically and socially to succeed
in their future academic endeavors.
Read, Read, Read
One of the best foundations for
learning is reading. We continue
to focus on this skill with a unique
school-wide curriculum.
• Reader’s Workshop provides daily whole-class, small-group and
individual learning time.
• Reading specialists offer focused
instruction for struggling students.
• Book Buddies pairs upper- and
lower-grade students for reading.
• Approximately 30 community
and college volunteer tutors read
with students once a week.
• Our library poetry collection is
newly refreshed and expanded
with grant funding from Ecolab
Visions for Learning.
• Our fall PTA Read-A-Thon
resulted in a total of 540,000
reading minutes and over
$22,000 in pledges for school
enrichment.
Zeroing in on Math
Students need srong math and problem-solving skills. We develop them
with a variety of services.
• Volunteer tutors provide additional support for students who
need help.

• Our Everyday Math curriculum
develops problem-solving skills
and makes math relevant to
students’ daily lives.
• Flexible grouping strategies
within classrooms allow students
to work at their just-right level.
• Competitive math opportunities
include Continental Math League
and Math Masters.
The Scientific Method
Critical thinking and exploration are
at the center of our science curriculum.
Students develop and test hypotheses, record their observations, and
utilize technology to supplement
first-hand research.
• Students enjoy hands-on learning and observation with critters
like frogs, crayfish, and a snake.
• Fifth-graders study honeybees
and native pollinators thanks to
generous grant funding from the
St. Paul Public Schools Foundation.

High Achievers

A high percentage of our students
qualify for Gifted & Talented services.
We strive to meet the needs of these
learners every day in the classroom.
Teachers offer advanced assignments and independent projects for
students ready and eager for extra
challenges.

Parents’ Thoughts about
Horace Mann...
“What makes Horace Mann
School truly unique is the
teachers use an innovative style
of teaching which really works!”
“The school is a place the kids
want to be every day.”
“The standards and expectations at Horace Mann School
are very high. As a parent, I
like that.”
“Parents, teachers & staff,
the Principal…everyone is so
invested in this place.”

Enrichment Activities
Foster Student Growth
Art Adventure
Band Instruction
Lego League
Math Masters
Book Buddies
Spelling & Geography Bees
Safety Patrols
Student Council
Destination ImagiNation
Chess Club
Book Talks
COMPAS residency
Community Ed classes
Extended Day Learning classes

Grade-By-Grade Highlights
Kindergarten • Learning school routines and making friends; learning to read;
beginning math concepts; writing our first books — becoming authors and
illustrators; music performances; Book Buddies with older students
1st Grade • Learning with an author; Book Buddies with older students; one-onone adult reading partners; Art Specialist; Math Menus enrichment
2nd Grade • In-depth social studies unit on countries of the world; classroom
newspapers; fractured fairy tales project incorporating art, reading and writing
3rd Grade • A-to-Z alphabet research projects; creative book reports;
environmental and zoological field trips; Book Buddies with younger students
4th Grade • Book Clubs; Reading Around America; Mini-Society economics
program; Mini-Courses; Book Buddies; River Rendezvous field trip
5th Grade • Book Talks; Junior Achievement BizTown; Living History Museum;
honeybees & pollinators project; Native American history project; student council

Invaluable Volunteers
Horace Mann is better because
of our family, community, and
business volunteers. Tutors
from nearby universities and
our larger community help our
students realize their academic
potential. Our continuing relationship with the Minnesota Wild
brings support and excitement
to our school with weekly mentor
visits and generous donations
to our PTA Silent Auction. The
time, space, and products local
businesses provide help us
extend learning outside of our
walls and help raise funds.
Thank you, one and all.

6th Grade • Book Talks; Math Masters; Eagle Bluff trip; band concerts; BizTown;
science & art field trips; research projects; COMPAS residency; student council

A Community of Service
Horace Mann students know our learning community is part of a much larger
community. To broaden this awareness and spur engagement with the world
around them, our students work together to serve others while building our own
school community.
• Classroom service learning projects like Heifer International livestock
donations, Pennies for Peace, and an African village clean water project.
• Student Council’s fall food drive raised over ¼ ton of food for Second Harvest
Heartland.
• The PTA Family Service Committee monthly events include: the Sock
Hop/Sock Collection (400 pairs), Family Service Night, nursing home
visits, sorting for Toys 4 Tots, parks cleanup and more.
• The Family Volunteer Service Committee Book Drive collected more than 200
children’s books that will be distributed by “Books for Africa.”

Improving our school for every student, every day.
Each year, we identify areas for improvement, set goals, and determine the best way to achieve them. This initiative
is known as the School Continuous Improvement Plan (SCIP). It is based on the actual assessed strengths and
needs of our students. This year, SCIP initiatives for boosting student achievement include:
• Develop student writing skills through a new reading curriculum and writing across content areas.
• Improve math comprehension and test scores with a systematic daily math fact practice focused on
automaticity and fluency.
• Maximize enrichment participation and outcomes by alignining and coordinating our varied programs.
• Build on the success of our Equity Team to deepen our understanding of race in our school and intentionally
plan instruction to positively impact the learning of students of color.
• Bring families together and improve communication through grade-level meetings.

Our PTA Enriches Our School
We are fortunate to have a dynamic and dedicated PTA. Their partnership
in funding school expenses and enrichment programs help keep our school
budget allocated to staff. PTA fundraisers like the Read-A-Thon, Silent
Auction, and Plant Sale support critical pillars of each student’s everyday
education.
• Library books, art supplies, band instruction, field trips and school
competitions.
• Vocal music residencies and arts enrichment funds for each grade.
• Copier rental, paper, and laptops for teachers.

Reponsive Classroom. Vibrant Classrooms.
Responsive Classroom (RC) is an approach to teaching that fosters safe,
challenging, and joyful classrooms. It is based on the premise that
children learn best when they have academic and social-emotional skills.
The RC approach uses practical strategies to help children build these
skills day in and day out. In school settings nationwide, RC has increased
student engagement and academic progress, while reducinging discipline
problems. Every homeroom teacher at Horace Mann has been trained in
Responsive Classroom.

Fast Facts

Horace Mann School welcomes you.

Student Enrollment: 381

We welcome parents and volunteers who want to share their
gifts, passions and connections with our students.

Classroom Teachers: 15

We welcome prospective parents and students to visit our
school and see what makes Horace Mann such a special and
consistently high-achieving school.

Teaching Assistants: 8
Specialists: 9
Administrators: 3
Principal: Jim Litwin
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